





KEEP AFTER CONGRESS FOR YOUR OIL TARIFF 


Asks Washington Committee Of Independent Oil Men 
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MN 
AUTHOR of Oklahoma’s Common Carrier Pipe Line Law National Petroleum 
Starts First of Series of Special Articles for THE NEWS 


3 on the Law and Its Operation, in this issue on page 3. 
LATEST NEWS on Oil Tariff Fight starts on page 3 with 


details on pages 8 and 9. 











SUBSCRIBE for THE NEWS on blank on page 15. Representing Independent Oil Men 
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EVERYTHING FROM PENNSYLVANIA CRUDE 


Gasolines, Illuminating Oils, Steam Refined Stocks, | 
Neutral Oils, Black Oils, Miners’ Wax, Refined 
Paraffine Wax, Etc., Etc. 


PALE VISCOUS NEUTRAL OILS 


NO CARBON, MOST SATISFACTORY (without Compound) FOR 


GAS ENGINE AND AUTOMOBILE OILS 
Sunbleached Neutral Oils Refined Paraffine Wax | 


For Miners’ Oils and Wool Stock For Dairy, Packers’ and Coopers’ Use 
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We carry in stock a full supply of the “DEFIANCE EXTRA” Steel Barrels, the most satisfactory 
55-gallon steel package on the market, and will fill them with any of our products | 
at our tank car prices with the 


Steel Barrels Billed at $4.00 Black and $4.75 Galvanized 


WAVERLY OIL WORKS CO. pittscurcn, pa. 
|| THE “DEFIANCE” STEEL BARRELS 


PLAIN STEEL--GALVANIZED 
| THE ONLY STEEL BARRELS WHICH ARE WELDED THROUGHOUT 


HEADS--SIDE-SEAM -- BUNGS 
THE DEFIANCE “EXTRA” THE DEFIANCE “SPECIAL” 










































55 GALLON—16 GAUGE STEEL—WEIGHT 73 TO 77 LBS. 55 GALLON—16 GAUGE STEEL—WEIGHT 87 TO 91 LBS. 
The Lowest-Priced 16-Gauge Steel Barrel on the Market Undoubtedly the Most Powerful and the Most Perfectly 
and, Except our “Special,” the Strongest. Constructed Barrel Ever Designed. 


If You Are Interested Write for Prices and Particulars of Our New 110 Gal. Drum 


THE AMERICAN STEEL PACKAGE C0., 255A0S5.oheownemn | 
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| UNION PETROLEUM COMPANY ; : 



































Announces the Completion of Their New Plant S 
for Manufacturing 








5-Gallon Export Cans and Cases 


_ and Solicit Orders for 


lluminating & Lubricating Oils in Cases for Export 


in Full or Part Cargo Lots. 


| v 
UNION PETROLEUM COMPANY | “ 
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PHILADELPHIA, U. S. A. 


Cable Address Western Union 
Lucid Philadelphia Liebers and ABC Codes 
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Another Minute---Mr. Advertiser. | 


ao test of a paper as an advertising medium is whether it is read. A paper 
may have plenty of subscribers who take it just because they have always s 
taken it. They may occasionally glance at it. When they have done that they feel 
they have done their full duty toward it and themselves. ) 


q@. But where does that leave you, Mr. Advertiser ? 





@ In the parlance of the street, perhaps of none too recent date —it leaves you 
holding the bag. } 


q But a man—an oil man and a buyer, and he is the BUSY man—can be made 


to read a paper and not necessarily after the same fashion that a big amples 
will attract his attention. 


@ His interest can be centered on something that is NEWS to him, so long as it ' 


IS NEWS, so long as it is told him in the SHORTEST POSSIBLE tim: and 
most interesting manner. 


a q@ THIS PAPER not only aims to reach that class of men in THAT WAY but 
; DOES REACH THEM, and we know it as surely as we know that a certain ) 
% railroad will take you to a certain town, because we GIVE HIM THE 
ROUTE—the news and manner of handling, etc.— and also because we HEAR 
from him in letters that show we have his attention. 


@ WE CAN GIVE you FULL VALUE for the money you spend in an ad be- 


cause OUR READERS are BUYERS and also READERS OF OUR ADS. i 
Try us. 


| THE NATIONAL PETROLEUM NEWS. 
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The National Petrolum News 


That Prints the News for The Independents 





Vol. I 


SENATE NO 
PLEDGED TO 
OIL TARIFF 


Finance Committee to Recommend 
One Cent Gallon Duty 
About 21st 











SPECIAL TO THE NEWS. 


WASHINGTON, D. C,, June 9.—The 
United States Senate will put a duty on 
Mexican petroleum the week of June 25st, 
aseording to the present outlook. 

By reason of this victorious showing the 
Senate members of the conference com- 
mittee— which is Senator Aldrich substan- 
tially —will insist on the Senate’s oil 
amendment staying in the final bill in the 
conference fight with the House, that will 
come about the first of July. 


This means one of the greatest victories 
that Independent Oil Men ever won. So great 
is the victory, so sure is it now, and so firmly 
entrenched in the good will of the public are 
the Independents, that Standard Oil interests 
are already busy belittling the efforts of the 
Washington committee of Independent Pro- 
ducers and Refiners, attacking them person- 
ally, and backing up on their former cry for 
a duty by saying that the Independent refiners, 
particularly, should be in better business back 
home than “making extravagant” statements 





at Washington, not only about the Standard | 


itself, but more particularly about the danger 
from Mexican petroleum. At the same time 
some unknown persons are busy here passing 
around the word that “there aren’t any Inde- 
peridents. How do you know these fellows 
are not working for the Standard?” 
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Oklahoma Senator 


Writes of New 


Common Carrier Pipe Line Law 





Its Friends and Its Enemies Are Each as Positive as Ever 
That Each Is Right, Declares Author 
of Famous Bill 





- By Senator P. J. Yeager, 


Author of Oklahoma’s 


Line Law. 


(Senator Yeager will report, 
monthly articles to be published exclusively 


National Petroleum News, 
law that was the subject of 


News.) 


ardent opponents, have abated one bit in 


the principle to a test. 


not be so, 


Without going into extended observation 
of the causes leading up to it, and the rela- 
tion of certain unfailing principles to those 
causes, it might be said that the conviction 
prevails, first, that the greatest fact in oil is 
the monopoly that has been built in its trade; 
and, second, that that monopoly has been 





New Common Carrier Pipe 
in a_ series of 
in The 


on the working out of the 
the long and bitter fight in 


Oklahoma’s legislature this winter. In view of the pros- 
pective national pipe line regulation that ma 
part of Congress’s discussion of trust regulation this 
coming winter, Senator Yeager’s reports will be of 
pertinent interest to the entire oil world.—Editor The 


form 


TULSA, OKLA., June 5.—After two months operation of the Yeager-Strain 
pipe line law, it probably might be said that neither its ardent supporters nor its 


their respective attitudes. 


This is explainable on the theory that those who ardently supported, and 
those who ardently opposed the bill, did so for the sake of a principle, and men’s 
faith in a principle is not to be shaken by a few weeks’ trial of a law, which puts 


The contention between these two forces, in simple terms, is on the one hand, 
that the transportation of oil should be as much a matter of public concern as the 
transportation of other articles of commerce; and on the other hand, that it should 


built upon advantages in transportation pur- 
chased, both through corruption of railway 
officials by use of the iniquitous rebate, as 
between the refiner and the consumer, and 
the control by ownership of the pipe line sys- 





(Continued on Page 6, Column 1.) 








INDEPENDENTS GET CREDENTIALS. 


This underhand attack has been vigorously 
met by the Independents getting credentials 
of their independence from Miss Ida M. Tar- 
bell, author of Standard Oil History; Chair- 


Duty That Will Be Voted 
On Mexican Petroleum. 


(One cent a gallon on crude petroleum. 


Two cents a gallon on gasoline, nap- 
tha and benzine. 


@One cent a gallon on other products, 
One cent per pound on paraffin wax, 














man Martin A. Knapp, of the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission, arid Government Prose- 
cutors Frank B. Kellogg and Charles B. Mor- 
ison. .Also the Independents submitted the 
evidence of hundreds of fights against the 
Standard, that reviewed their war against that 
Organization ever since it was organized 
nearly a half century ago. 

he Independents have changed their: de- 
and for a duty ‘from a 50 per cent ad valorem 
© a straight duty of one cent a gallon on all 
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PRODUCERS PLAN LINE 


California Independents to Join 
Building Pipe Line to Coast 








The two largest independent producers’ 
agencies of California, Kern and Coalinga 
counties, have voted to build a joint pipe line 
to Port Harford on the Pacific coast. 


the producers and, it is reported, by the Union 
Oil Company of California. Direct market 


ranged and the producer will take down, not 


only his usual profit, but the profits of the 
middlemen. 

This progressive action, which is aimed at 
the Standard and Associated Oil 
was forced on the producers by their failure 
to get good terms from the Associated Oil 
Company for the renewal of their contracts for 
supplying that-company’s crude. These con- 
tracts expire in January, 1910. The Associated 
is reported to have refused to pay even 50 
cents a barrel and to have suggested that “We 
might pay 35 cents.” Being unable to agree 


The $3,000,000 necessary will be raised by | 


with the consumer of California oil will be ar- | 


companies, ! 


S. O. SELLS TAFT GAS 


Disposes of Municipal Retailing 
Companies to President’s Brother 








The one largest competitor of the Standard 
Oil Company in natural gas has come to an 








agreement with it for a division of the busi- 


ness and elimination of competition, according 
to authentic reports from Cincinnati recently. 

The Columbia Gas & Electric Company, a 
$75,000,000 corporation holding large tracts of 
gas lands in West Virginia and a holding com- 
pany for the Union Gas & Electric Company 
|that has the natural gas franchise in Cincin- 
nati, and which is seeking a similar one in 
Cleveland, will, according to the reports, take 
‘over all the Standard’s retail business in Ohio, 
‘including the East Ohio Gas Company im 
| Cleveland, the Logan, Northwestern and all 


|others in the retail business. In return the 
Standard will be given all the Columbia’s pres- 
ent holdings in West Virginia. The Colum- 
| bia will then purchase its gas from the Stan 





_,( Continued on Page 8, Column 2.) 








Continued on Page 4, Column 1.) 
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California Producers 
Will Build Pipe Line 







| ain li vill f Dudl Port Har- ; 
ford, i ddauke bt 70 miles. Beanch hack will | U. S. TO MODIFY 


‘bal from Dudley to Coalinga, 40 miles; to} 


PIPE LINE RULES 


Kern River, 60 miles; and to Midway through | 








: | McKittrick, Devil’s Den and Templor, 50 | 
: (Continued from Page 3, Column 2.) 'miles. The total length of the line will be 220| Oil Men at Washington Conference 
; with practically the only market offered for | miles. en ' ' are Confident Standard Will 
their taets the sll al was up against the In addition to the line there will be sorage | . css : 
jah toe Re ie |tanks for which charges will be two cents per | Build New Line 
proposition of doing his own marketing or,“ og + pe aanian aaah | 
trusting to luck and shutting down. |year per barrel in earthen reservoirs and one | 
‘cent per barrel per month for storage other- | ; 
REPORT SALE TO STANDARD. |wise. The cost of running the oil to the coast It is confidently expected by the oil men 
As something of a fly in all this ointment | will be 12% cents a barrel. A fleet of oil a a ne ieee 299 coneerenes “ Washingt 
of the Independents comes again the report— sels will be operated from the coast terminal | D. C., Saturday, with the a oe die se of the 
this time eredited to “reliable authority.” that of the pipe line and the charges for these wa- | Interior, that the department's regu ge gov. 
ae Stenterd Of Compeny had purchased the | ter Shipments will be: Port Harford to Eureka, | ¢rning pipe lines will be changed so that ‘the 
t Union Oil Company, which most folks in the 20 cents; to San Francisco bay points, 10 cents; Standard Oil Company will proceed = er ety 
j Kern and Coalinga districts believe is. putting | to San Diego, 12% cents; to San Pedro, 10| plans of building a pipe line from oe OS 
up the cash for the pipe line project and will cents; to Santa, Barbara, 7% cents and _ to homa field to its new refinery at Baton ouge, § 
co-operate on the marketing arrangements. Hueneme, 10 cents. , |, Neither Secretary Ballinger nor Assistant 
The report, as usual, is most emphatically de- | With the announcement of the Independents’ | Secretary Pierce, who conducted the hearing, 
nied by both companies. |purpose to build a line of their own, it is re-|would say anything, but the oil men are con- 
The pipe line project was worked up by L. P. | ported, came a sagging of the market in As- fident that the modifications will be announced 
Se Clas. of Rakeseheld: Hl; H.:Webb, . of sociated Oil Company stock. The Associated | within a week or ten days. 
Fresno, S. W. Moorehead, of San Francisco, ; P!@™s to put two new pipe lines through to the) The Standard Oil interests asked that the 
and M. V. McQuigg, of Los Angeles, who are | coast from the interior fields and for this Pur- | common carrier and confiscatory clause feature 
active members of the executive committee of | POS has issued $6,000,000 in bonds. . These are | be eliminated from the regulations. The lat- 
; both the Kern and Coalinga agencies. The |reported to have been taken care of by Harri- | ter clause permits the department to step in 


. “aie |man i ests. 
project was formally endorsed at a joint meet- | '™4" snterests 


ing of the two agencies in Bakersfield, May 24. | . : : ‘ 
There the facts of the production of the Cali- | The starting of the Cudahy Refining Com- 
fornia fields, amounting to 166,000 barrels daily, | pany’s new plant, that is to use the oil refining 


at any time and take charge of the line. The 
Standard was represented by James O’Neil 
and John G. Milburn, who appeared as attor- 
neys for the Prairie Oil & Gas Company. With 





were presented. The members were told that | process of the Wells Oil Refining Process|this side of the case were Congressmen 
of this oil the maximum that could be handled | Company of Columbus, O., has been delayed|P. P. Campbell, of Pittsburg, Kans., and 
by all agencies of transportation was 142,000 until sometime about the middle of this | Creager, of Muskogee, Okla.; and W. S. Mow- 
barrels. The rest is going into storage. The | month. It was hoped to start the refinery at|ris, D. F. Connolly’and E. R. Perry represent- 


Coffeyville, Kan., May 24, but some imperfec- 
tions in the equipment caused the delay. Not 
the Associated Oil Company. Many com-|all the refinery will be completed for some- 
panies, members of the agencies, had already | time yet, but one of the advantages offered 
signed the pipe line contract and the others are | for this process is that the plant can be run 
expected to do so within a few weeks, so that ;On one still. This is the first commercial ap- 
construction can be begun by September 1. ene gfe the a aie vn the out- 
come 1s being watched for with much interest 

LINE WILL RUN 10,000 DAILY. by refiners, as it is claimed for the process 

The proposed line will be of eight-inch pipe 


5 n that it will practically revolutionize refining 
with a capacity of 10,000 barrels a day. The|methods and output. 


two agencies have about 24,000 barrels daily 
production, but only 16,000 of this is taken by 


ed the Mid-continent Oil & Gas Producers’ 
Association. The Gulf Refining Company, 
represented by Mr. Beal, of Pittsburg, and the 
Texas Company, by Judge Autrey, of Hous- 
ton, Texas, both opposed the modifying of the 
regulations on the ground that it was against 
public policy and the common good. 

Assistant Secretary Pierce, of the depart- 
ment, recently paid a visit to the field and 
talked to the oil men personally about the 
change. 


INDIAN REFINING COMPANY INC. 


Independent from the ground up. 











Jobbers’ interest our interest 


High Grade PET ROLEUM Products 


Produced from High Grade third sand paraffine base Illinois Crude 


BURNING OILS LUBRICATING OILS 


Maximum Candle Power Highest Viscosity and Fire Test 
No Odor. No Soot Greatest Wearing Qualities 


Special Test NAPHTHAS for Special Purposes 


- Fuel Oil pt Gas Oil 
Gloss Oil Naphtha 
















General Offices, First Nat’! Bank Bldg. 


CINCINNATI, OHIO 


Lawrenceville, Ills, 
Georgetown, Ky. 
East St. Louis, Ills. 


Refineries: 
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Fishing Tools of all Kinds 
For Sale or Hire 























THE ETNA PUMPING AND PULLING JACK Oil and Gas Well Supplies 
Prices and description on application of all Kinds 
P SECTIONAL VIEW OF ECLIPSE RUBBERS | | 
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Sole Manufacturers of ECLIPSE RUBBER PACKERS 
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Pipe Lines Were In League To Discredit 


Common Carrier Principle, Says Yeager 


(Continued from Page 3, Column 3.) 
tems, as between the producer and the re- 
finer. 

ABOLISHMENT OF REBATES 
GIVES INDEPENDENT 
REFINERS A CHANCE. 


Of late years a healthy reform has put the 
rebate under a ban which has given hope to 
the independent refiner. As between the re- 
finer and the consumer rules of transporta- 
tion have come into vogue which already 
have opened a door for investment and indus- 
try which, a few years ago, was open only to 
a monopoly. Independent refiners are increas- 
ing, especially: in the west, and are all pros- 
pering. Possibly the slipping away of power 
on the side of railroad transportation of the 
refined product, because of the abolishment of 
the rebates, is a reason why the agents and 
sympathizers of monopoly have clung with 
greater tenacity to the contention that the 
chief agency for the transportation of crude 
oil, should be left entirely unregulated on be- 
half of the public; pleading ownership, “invest- 
ment of millions,” etc., it is argued that the ad- 
vantage of unregulated means of transporta- 
tion belongs of right to the monopoly. 


And so we read every defender—if he be, as 
is sometimes but not always the case, one of 
ability—of the monopoly prefaces his defense 
of it by defining it as “a gatherer, manufac- 
turer and distributor,” etc., plainly with the 
intent to indoctrinate the reader with the no- 
tion that because of some physical infirmity, 
oil of all articles of commerce must be “gath- 
ered” by the same agency that manufactures it; 
that it somehow can not be transported but 
must be “gathered.” These gentlemen have 
seemingly almost persuaded themselves of the 
reasonableness of their contention and do not 
fully realize the reasonableness of the opposite 
theory, that the physical characteristics pe- 
culiar to oil after all do not make it impossible 
for it, in this day and age, to enter the mar- 
kets of the world in its crude form, and be the 
subject matter of free’ contract—not “gathcr- 
ed“ by an only purchaser, but transported un- 
der rules prevailing in transportation generally 
and giving no advantage to any purchaser. 


MANY OPPONENTS NOW 
RECOMMEND LAW THEY 
ONCE CALLED “RADICAL.” 


If I have indicated here the division between 
those who, from the first, favored regulation of 
pipe lines in Oklahoma, and those who op- 
posed it, I have not yet included all who are 
interested in the subject. A third class must 
be noted who held one way as a matter of 
principle and were confused by doubt as a 
matter of practice. To many men long in the 
oil business a feeling of awe toward the mo- 
nopoly has displaced all feelings of indepen- 
dence, and its powers seem to them to far 
overmatch the powers of the state. After two 
months of experience under the Yeager- 
Strain law, I presume it may safely be stated 
that the fears of many of this class have been 
allayed and to them no part of the looked-for 
disaster, to their business by “radical legisla- 
tion” has materialized; indeed, the fast increas- 
ing number of men who once feared the law, 
without knowing why, except that it tempted 
the ire of monopoly, and now commend it, is 
enough of a testimonial to satisfy its authors. 
Its opponents from principle are becoming 
proportionately negligible. 

A brief reference to the history of the 
Yeager-Strain law probably would be proper: 
Oklahoma’s constitutional convention met at 
a time when the great Kansas fight was fresh 
in men’s memories. A result of this was that 
a clause was adopted, after having been cham- 
pioned by C. N. Haskell, now governor of the 





| state, making pipe lines common carriers. The 
further constitutional provision limiting the 
-exercise of the right of eminent domain to 
|such public service corporations as were do- 
|mestic, completed the law’s definition of the 
|status of pipe lines in Oklahoma. I leave out 
for the time being more than mention of the 
|complications arising out of the supervisory 
| relationships maintained by the Department 
of the Interior over the landed interests of the 
Indians. This, in view of the high percentages 
|of Indian lands producing oil and necessarily 
| having to be crossed by pipe lines from the 
| fields, gave to the. Interior Department’s atti- 
|tude an importance in some aspects greater 
than the policy of the state. Suffice it to say 
that the Interior Department adopted regula- 
|tions in 1906 which were analogous to Okla- 
|homa’s constitution on the subject of pipe 
lines in so far as they held them to be common 
|carriers. By these regulations a pipe line 
building over Indian lands did so on condi- 
tion of having subscribed to articles in its 
|charter assuming common carrier duties. 
|Other regulations bound them which looked 
| drastic. 
GOVERNMENTS ATTITUDE 
NOW BECOMING OF 
LESS IMPORTANCE. 
Means of enforcing this rule: I shall not 
dwell upon this phase of the situation further, 
as the Interior Department’s attitude is con- 
stantly becoming of less importance, as the 
land of Indians pass from the supervision of 
the federal government. I can not forbear to 
mention, however, that these constitutional 
provisions of our state, so far from being un- 


ff&ual or “radical,” as some critics have often 
said, are analogous to the constitution of 
Pennsylvania and the states of New York, 
West Virginia, Ohio, and Indiana. I might 
add also that though the state of New Jersey 
seems to take the opposite view of pipe lines, 
it does take the Oklahoma view of the matter 
of eminent domain and withholds it from pipe 
lines’ That is, pipe lines, being strictly private 
in the view of her law, are not given the right 
of eminent domain. And by the way, it is in- 
teresting to recall how this principle was in- 
voked by some of those who have criticized 
the principle in Oklahoma, to forestall the 
crossing over the state of New Jersey by a 
competitor some years ago. The Pure Oil 
Company was practically shut out from New 
York harbor and had to make its eastern ter- 
minal at Marcus Hook., Pa., because of the 
force of the argument used against it, that 
the exercise of the right of eminent domain 
belonged only to public service corporations in 
the state of New Jersey. 

Well throughout the history of oil in other 
states it seems that the pipe lines had been 
able to exist under laws holding them to be 
common carriers. By various subterfuges and 
by taking advantage of certain conditions, not 
essentially unavoidable, they had been, it 
seems, always able to avoid common carrier 
duties and, operating theoretically as public 
service concerns, in practice they served only 
the monopoly which they were a leading in- 
strumentality in building up. The agitation of 
this point joined in by, for instance, Congress 
during the debate of the Hepburn rate bill; 
Mr. H. Knox Smith in his reports as corpora- 
tion commissioner, and such writers as Miss 
Tarbell, directed attention of the people to the 
plain fact that control of the agencies of trans- 
porting oil was the most important of the 
facts contributing to the formation of a mo- 
nopoly in this great industry. The recogni- 
tion of so basic an economic principle was 
corroborated by the almost frantic efforts of 








the agents of monopoly to avoid even the pre- 
tense of assuming public service duties in the 
states, whose developments in oil had brought 
them into importance during more recent 
years. 


COMMON CARRIERS PRINCIPLE 


PRACTICAL AS WELL AS RIGHT. ‘ 


This agitation has awakened a great many to 
the conviction that the common carrier prin- 
ciple, as applied to oil transportation, is prac- 
tical as well as theoretically right. The latter 
proposition has been seemingly admitted for 
many years by the monopoly itself; the former 
has been combated in recent years by meth- 
ods and arguments, sometimes approaching the 
ridiculous, but never lacking in persistency. 
Probably never in the history of oil has a sit- 
uation arisen more calculated to direct the 
student of economic things to the relationship 
of this principle to commerce in a great indus- 
try than occurred in Oklahoma during some 
two years preceding the sitting of its second 
legislature, and probably never again could 
have arisen a situation attended by so many 
incidents calculated to confuse such a student 
and to befog him as to the possibility for a 
true solution. 


The great Glenn field, named for the Indian 
on whose allotment its initial well was opened 
and located a few miles from my home town, 
had developed within a few months an unprec- 
edented production. The Interior Depart- 
ment had adopted the rules referred to above 
and unfortunately had attended them with 
means of enforcement which were so drastic 
as to furnish a reasonable pretext for a com- 
pany which throughout its history had sub- 
scribed to identical rules, to refuse to subscribe 
to these. Two large companies, the Gulf Pipe 
Line Company and The Texas Company, did 
subscribe to these rules and built lines of about 
15,000 barrels daily capacity, from the Glenn 
Pool to Gulf points. These lines, bound in 
letter as public service corporations, com- 
menced at once the most active campaign for 
control of the fields, every act of theirs being 
a denial of the rule to which they had sub- 
scribed. Using their transportation systems 
as mere adjuncts to their producing and refin- 
ing interests, they turned every advantage to 
account, to force such producers as depended 
upon them for an outlet into selling out at 
such figures as they were pleased to pay. With 
the use of their lines to handle their own pro- 
duction it is easy to see that the alternative to 
the producer of either holding on and storing 
his oil or shutting his wells in, to have his ter- 
ritory drained by these companies and their 
affiliated interests, was one not very inviting. 
STANDARD OIL POSED 

AS A MODEL OF 
VIRTURE AND HONESTY. 


These lines bought oil by bid in bulk lots 
at any price from twenty-two cents to thirty- 
five cents, mostly under thirty cents. Of 
course it must not be forgotten that the great 
production of the field was unavoidably a fact 
pointing to cheap oil, but the advantage which 
these companies had over the independent pro- 
ducer in having unregulated control, in prac- 
tice, of their pipe line adjuncts was the most 
obvious. Now, side by side with these lines, 
was the Standard line, the Prairie Oil & Gas 
Company, that had never taken on common 
carrier obligations. It chose to pay forty-one 
cents for the best oil and to take a limited por- 
tion of Glenn Pool production, although the 
other two had adopted the historic method of 
the Standard, to take advantage of a congested 
condition of oil production (in Ohio the Stand- 
ard price was fifteen cents per barrel in 1891 


(Continued on Page 7, Column 1.) 
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Press Agents Faked Up 
“News” Declares Yeager 





(Continued from Page 6, Column 3.) 


and it was during that era that the Ohio Oil 
Company “got its hooks in”). ‘ 

Yet nothing else was quite so noticeable as 
the business of the Standard Oil press agencies 
and its sycophants at that moment directing 
attention to the superior virtue and honor of 
their hero in not having subscribed to the in- 
iquitous rule of the department. Everything 
was subordinated to the local idea with them 
that the department had demonstrated the im- | 
practicality of the common carrier principle as | 
applied to oil. “The Standard Oil Company is | 








a gatherer, manufacturer, etc.” This was | 
reiterated with such persistency that one is | 
tempted to suggest that its apostles really 
owed it to their readers to “make a song of it.” | 
Through it all there was nothing plainer than 
that the three lines were in league, whether or | 
not through a community of ownership, to shed | 
discredit upon the common carrier principle. 
The most ingenious devices were brought into 
play to associate the adoption of this principle, 
by the Interstate Commerce Commission, and 
more particularly by the Interior Department 
in its regulations, with the absence of needed 
pipe line facilities to handle the great oil pro- 
duction of Oklahoma. | 


PRESS AGENTS ISSUE TONS OF 
DOPE IN BEHALF OF §&. O. CO. 


A press agency with headquarters at my 
home town covered the press of the country 
industriously with “dope” calculated to turn 
to account a prevailing prejudice against 
Washington which had taken root -previous to 
statehood. Papers all over the state were in- 
duced to carry articles, not knowing their real 
purport or their real authorship, which em- 
phasized the want of harmony between federal 
authorities and Oklahoma’s progress, and en- 
larged upon an alleged purpose to “destroy the 
state’s second greatest industry” by an “‘ill- 
advised attack upon a _ great company.” 
“Teddy’s trust busting” was harped upon as 
ruinous to Oklahoma, as witness “The in- 
iquitous rules of the Interior Department in re- 
lation to pipe lines.” This was the burden of 
tone of the most innocent looking stories dated 
from various oil field points. 

During this time, too, had grown up at 
Tulsa the Mid-Continent Oil and Gas Pro- 
ducers’ Association. This association included 
a vast majority of the men engaged in all de- 
partments of the oil industry, in Oklahoma 
and Kansas, producers, refiners, lease men, 
drillers, supply men, pipe line men and all. Out 
of the complexities of the situation confronting 
the oil business, there was abundant need of 
such an organization, and it has done great 
good. 

In relation to pipe lines, however, there was 
a plain effort to place the association on rec- 
ord as being in harmony with the sentiment of 
the press agencies alluded to above. The 
tactical advantage of controlling the public 
expressions of this body was, of course, great. 
Having an intimate acquaintance with hun- 
dreds of oil men, whose private opinions were 





rather counter to these sentiments, I knew the | 


force of the following estimate, by the Tulsa 
World, December 31, 1908, of the association 
and its officially declared position: ° 

_ “Within the past fortnight the -World has 
listened to not less than a score of oil pro- 
ducers express hostility to the Mid-Continent 
Oil Producers’ Association. These grievances 
covered many points and incidents in the career 
of the organization and the complainants were 
all members of the association, either volun- 
tarily or through ‘benevolent assimilation.’ 

- “The World, without any prejudice, stated 
these facts, and the result was a tirade of per- 
sonalities from an officer of the association and 
the association’s press agent in this city. 

‘This sort of thing, of course, is calculated 
to arouse in the World a keen and active inter- 
est in a subject that hitherto it had only a 


of the association then the World must under- 
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terances meet the approval of the directorate 


take to prove to the public and others abso- 
lutely beyond all peradventure of a doubt: 

“(1) That there is dissatisfaction among the 
membership with the present directorate of the 
association. 

“(2) That the complainants are not all 
‘nonetities and soreheads who are of no con- 
sequence,’ 

“(3) That the cause of complaint is just. 





“(4) That the association was first organ- 
ized by a special interest, and has ever since 
been largely directed and governed by the 
same interest, and, later, benevolently assimi- 
lated all oil workers of the field in order to 
present a membership before the department 
and legislature that would command attention. 

“(5) That the rank and file of the member- 
ship knows next to nothing of the workings of 
the association. 

“(6) That the World is not hostile to the oil 
interest in any way, but is actuated by a keen 
desire to do that interest a genuine service. 
“And, in the event the Mid-Continent Asso- 
cation approves the utterances of its secretary 
and forces the World to secure proof of all 
these things, the World, in advance, guarantees 
to confine itself to the membership of the Mid- 
Continent Oil & Gas Producers’ Associatian 
and to either succeed in its undertaking or 
fail, by using only members of that association 
as witnesses. That is a fair enough proposi- 
tion, we should say. 

“At the time these words are being written 
less than twenty four hours after Secretary 
Martin’s denial, the writer has received both 
letters and telephone calls by members of the 
association tendering facts and assistance. And 
these came from men absolutely strangers. 
Not a single objection has been received.” 


DECLARES CHARGES WERE 
PRACTICALLY ACKNOWLEDGED 
BY THE OFFICERS. 


The charges here laid down by the World 
were practically acknowledged by the officials 
of the Mid-Continent Oil & Gas Producers’ 
Association, when they avoided meeting them 
publicly, and privately repudiated the action 
which called them forth. 

I have purposely dwelt at length upon a de- 
scription of the “lay of the land” as to what 
the legislature had to face when it undertook 
to solve the problem of oil transportation last 
winter, because it is important that it be under- 
stood fully in order that we who offered our 
solution in the Yeager-Strain law be under- 
stood. 

In later numbers I hope to deal with the law 
itself, in the history of its enactment, its opera- 
tion, etc. 


| 


meme enti 





STANDARD OIL WANTS TO 
BE EXEMPTED FROM LAW 





If the Standard Oil Company can get ex- 
emptions from the regulations of common car- 
riers, it has announced that it will build a pipe 
line from Tulsa Okla., to New Orleans. The 
announcement was made through its New 
Orleans legal representative, Hunter C, Leake, 
recently. : 


“It is our opinion,” said Mr. Leake, “that 
the pipe line cannot be termed a common car- 
rier or subject to regulations as such, because 
the pipes will be used only for piping oil for 
our own use. It will not be in the nature of-a 
line to distribute oil, but will be for the sole 
purpose of bringing oil to New Orleans to be 
refined. If we can be exempted from the law 
covering common carriers, the pipe line will be 
constructed.” 

The line would cost approximately $20,000,- 
000. 





Thirty-eight-foot water well blew out at a 
fine rate for 15 minutes recently at Sour Lake, 
Tex. The flow of water finally drowned out 
the gas. 
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FACTS WITHHELD FROM REPORT 
ON MEXICAN OIL BY THE PRESIDENT 





Report of Geological Survey is Only a “General Conclusion” the 
Points of Which Do Not Hitch With Each Other 





WASHINGTON, D. C., June 9.—(Special.) 
—The now famous Day-Hayes report on the 
Mexican petroleum situation reached the sen- 
ate Saturday, via President Taft and was found 
to contain nothing but some very general con- 
clusions, that, oi] men remarked, did not jibe 
with each other nor the few facts the report 
did give. 

President Taft, in his letter, stated that the 
report consisted only of Dr. C. W. Hayes’ 
conclusions, and that the real data had been 
obtained under solemn pledge of secrecy. 
However, he thought the “conclusions answer 
generally” the questions asked by the senate. 

The “conclusions” are: 

“The conclusions of general public interest 
derived from my personal inspection of the 
Mexican oil fields are briefly as follows: 


‘CAN’T COMPETE, SAYS HAYES. 

“While these fields promise to yield a large 
quantity of crude oil, its quality is such that 
it can not compete under present conditions 
in the markets of the United States or Europe 
with the higher grade petroleum of the Appa- 
lachian, Illinois, or Mid-continent fields. Fur- 
ther, the conditions are such that the demand 
for fuel oil and refined products in Mexico ex- 
ceeds the supply available at present or in 
sight in the near future. There is practically 
no coal in Mexico, and the railroads now de- 
pendent chiefly on Texas, Oklahoma and Eng- 
lish coal could consume several times the 
present production of oil if it were generally 
adopted as fuel. The increased production in 
the Mexican fields, therefore, will affect the 
United States by reducing the demand for coal; 
by reducing the demand for high-grade crude 
oil for refining to supply the local market, 
and to some extent by competing in the Eu- 
ropean market with American refined products. 

“Finally, the conditions in the Mexican fields 
are not favorable for the small operator, and 
it is highly probable that production as well as 
refining will remain in the control of a very 
few strong companies. The geological condi- 
tions under which the oil occurs are such as 
to increase the hazards and uncertainties en- 
countered in the development of an oil field, 
and it is probable that both the difficulty of 
securing a steady supply of oil and the aver- 
age cost of production will be correspondingly 


increased. 
“C. W. Hayes, Chief Geologist.” 


RUMORS SHOW SUDDEN CHANGE. 

It has only been within the past two weeks 
or so that it has’ been rumored of the report 
that the Independent oil men’s statements 
were discredited by it. Prior to that time, for 
a month or more after Drs. Day and Hayes 
returned from Mexico, information trickled out 
of the Geological Survey from most authentic 
sources that the Independents’ position was 
“absolutely sustained,” and one such report 
had it that “Senator Emery’s statement of 
Mexican production and the situation were 
found to be true in every particular and the 
report will say so.” 

The report, when completed by Dr. Hayes, 
was started on its usual red tape course and 
then was shifted off that course a point or two 
so that it reached President Taft. When the 
demand came for its being presented to the 
public, Taft made the defense that the report 
was just a personal one to him, although it 
was pointed out that the people of the country 
paid the bill. 
' SENATE DEMANDS IT. 

Finally, more than two weeks ago, Senator 
A. B. Cummins, of Iowa, got a_ resolution 
through the senate calling on the Department 
of the Interior for not only the report, but all 
other information it might have in regard to 





Mexico and its petroleum. There was another 
long wait during which time no one could find 
out where the report was even. June 5, came 
a letter from the President to the senate in 
which he says: 

“The Secretary of the Interior, by letter, a 
copy of which Elton points out that the 
details of the information requested were ob- 
tained by the chief geologist of the Geological 
Survey, Doctor Hayes, under an obligation of 
secrecy entered into by him with the owners 
of the oil fields, from whom he obtained his 
information, and it would, therefore, not be 
consistent with the interests of the public serv- 
ice to divulge the details of the information 
thus obtained. Doctor Hayes has, however, 
submitted his conclusions from a personal 
visit to the oil-producing regions of ‘Mexico, 
which answer, generally, the questions pro- 
pounded in the resolution.” 


The “report” as it finally reached the public, 
is galled a joke by Independent oil men here. 


ONLY GIVES CONJECTURES. 

“In the first place, what right has Dr. Hayes 
to give his own opinions, mere conjectures, as 
it were,” said C. D. Chamberlin, secretary of 
the Washington Committee of the Indepen- 
dents. “He is a geologist, but not necessarily 
a practical oil man from a business standpoint. 
He obtained certain facts and it surely seems 
possible that some of these facts, enough to 
give one a general idea of the situation at 
least, could have been made public without do- 
ing any injustice to his informants or dispens- 
ing any business secrets. 

“Anyway, his conclusions don’t go together 
very well, for he says that Mexican oil is of 
too low a grade to ever compete with the oil 
in this country, yet he later says that this oil 
will compete with American oil in Europe and 
do the American European market damage. 
Another point: he says the supply is not and 
won't be for years, equal to the demand and 
yet he admits oil will be exported from Mex- 
ico in search of a market, and it is common 
knowledge now that the big oil interests of 
Mexico, the Standard and the Pearsons, have 
and are increasing their fleets of oil tank ves- 
sels. What for? Hardly to sail overland to 
the various tank stations in the Mexican in- 
terior. Also they are greatly increasing their 
refining capacity. It is understood that de- 
velopment of the Mexican field has been held 
in abeyance by some persons until this tariff 
question is decided. 

“Senator Emery, who is a practical oil man 
and knows the business as well as the geolog- 
ical end of it and who owns production in 
Mexico, and, therefore, knows what he is talk- 
ing about, is most emphatic in his statements 
that the field is a peril to the American oil 
and that the field has some pretty high-grade 
oil, too. 

“Dr. Hayes’ report tells nothing and the 
President’s transmission of it is a mere apology 
for sending it, as it does not comply with the 
senate’s request for information in any par- 
ticular.” 


Senate Is Now Pledged 
To a Tariff on Oil 


(Continued from Page 3, Column 1.) 


crude petroleum, two cents a gallon on gaso- 
line, naphtha and benzine, one cent a gallon 
on all other products, and one cent per pound 
on paraffin wax. This change was made two 
weeks ago upon consultation of the commit- 
tee. It gives better protection than the 
straight ad valorem duty, the committee de- 











cided, and also would make it easier to get 
supporters. 

The oil paragraph of the bill will be 
reached by. the senate in the list of “free” 
articles, which list will come up the latter 
part of next week or the first part of the 
week after. In the meantime wool, iron and 
steel, ore, sugar and a few other articles will 
occupy the attention of the senate. Oil is near 
the last of the “free” list, but it will be reached 
quickly when the list is taken up. 


COMMITTEE TO REPORT DUTY. 


The senate finance committee will, when 
the oil paragraph is called, report an amend- 
ment to the oil paragraph, providing the duty 
as above asked for. There will be many able 
supporters for the duty. Just who will speak 
will depend upon how much opposition de- 
velops. Not a great deal, however, is expect- 
ed. Senator La Follette, and the other in- 
surgents, who have been insurging with a 
right good will against Aldrich, have been 
beaten so far, and it is considered doubtful 
that they will make a fight on the oil duty, 
especially as some of their number have al- 
ready promised to support it. But among 
those who will make arguments will be a new 
figure in the oil battle, Senator Theodore E. 
Burton, of Ohio. He has agreed to make a 
vigorous speech for the duty, and to support 
it with his vote. Senator Robert L. Owen, of 
Oklahoma, will probably lead in the fight for 
the duty on the Democratic side. 

The oil forces have united on the duty they 
will ask, so there will be no more amend- 
ments offered from their side. The vote 
should easily be reached on the same day the 
paragraph is called. On the roll call at least 
50 senators are positively assured as voting 
“aye,” and many more who have refrained 
from definitely stating their positions, are ex- 
pected to add their votes in support. 

Secretary C. D. Chamberlin, of the Wash- 
ington committee of Independent oil men, who 
is in charge of their fight, says that he feels 
assured of the adoption of the oil duty amend- 
ment. 

“The thousands of demands from the Inde- 
pendent oil men of the country and the work 
of the members of this Independent commit- 
tee, both here, at home, and in giv- 
ing facts to the public press have turned the 
tide of battle in our favor,” said Mr. Chamber- 
lin, upon his return to Washington this week, 
after the first day in weeks at home with his 
family. 

HOUSE MEMBERS WON OVER. 


“We have centered our attention on the sen- 
ate so far, realizing that to lose there would 
mean to lose altogether,” continued Mr. 
Chamberlin. “But in getting around our com- 
mittee has found the house members as ready 
to respond to our arguments, even though 
they voted for free crude, as are the senators, 
so we are not worrying a great deal about the 
house’s position when the conference commit- 
tee’s report comes before it. 

“With the fight in the senate won, however, 
we will give our attention to the house. The 
Washington committee still wants the oil men 
of the country to hammer away at their rep- 
resentatives, especially sending letters and 
telegrams, after the senate votes the duty, 
demanding that the house support the sen- 
ate’s action. A bird is never actually caught 
until it is in the cage and the door locked, 
and the same is true of any fight. We feel that 
we have won, but we are going to keep on 
fighting until the record says so absolutely.” 





A new two and one-half million dollar Texas 
company was incorporated at Austin, June 4, 
to furnish oil and gas for lighting purposes. 
The presumption is the company has exten- 
sive leases which, it expects, will develop gas 
and the oil will be only a side line. 

Branch offices will be maintained in Wise, 
Montague and Clay counties. 

The incorporators are I. H. Kempner, of 
Galveston; L. B. Denning, of Wellington, O.; 
H. Edrington, of Fort Worth; W. P. Gage, of 
Beaumont, and J. W. Ricker, of Wichita Falls. 
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Mexican Production Increases 


4 Millions 


in 1908, Says Day 





U.S. Geologist Will Report Enormous Petroleum Output For Diaz's 
Country—Independents Submit Brief On 


Oil Business 


To Congress 





Washington, D. C., June 9.—(Special)—A 
complete summary of the position and facts 
in support of the Independent oil men is con- 
tained in a brief that was presented to Con- 
gress last week by Secretary Chamberlin of 
the Washington committee. After reviewing 
well known facts the brief says of the Mexican 
field: 

“Dr. David T. Day, petroleum expert of the 
United States government, in his report on 
the production of petroleum in 1907, page 119, 
refers to the development of lands from the 
central part of the State of Tamaulipas, to 
Minatitlan, and south through the states of 
Tabasco, Campeche and Chiapas; and also in 
the States of Chihuahua and Coahuila; also in 
other points in the States of Jalisco and Oax- 
aca. In other words, an extent of oil terri- | 
tory beginning with the nothern boundary of 
Mexico to the Isthmus of Yucatan along the 
entire eastern and coastal region, extending 
over to the west coast. Also probable produc- 
tion on the west coast south of the California 
field. He estimates the production for 1907 at 
1,000,000 barrels per year. 


INCREASES FOUR TIMES. 

His report for 1908, now in the hands of the 
public printer, shows this increase to be nearly 
4,000,000 barrels. One of the largest wells 
on the Mexican continent, located at Dos Bo- 
cas, near Tuxpam, is supposed to have pro- 
duced 10,000,00 barrels, all of which has been 
de-troyed by fire. Another gusher of 1,800 
barrels per day capacity, was brought in in 
the Ebana field. Many wells flow naturally. 
All production is within easy access of the 
coast. Mexico is characterized as being the 
greatest producing field on earth in its poten- 
tiality. Nearly all lands are held under enor- 
mous grants by large companies or syndicates 
of capital. 


CHARACTERISTICS OF OIL PRO- 
DUCED IN VARIOUS FIELDS. 


Degrees 

Gravity 
a te ae ae 40 to 48 
Lima, Indiana fiels:. os.iciiccccciceceies 35 to 40 
nsec, wlicetns cys chica 2 28 to 40 
Mid-Continent field ...............0- 28 to 40 
ON ME nal, crus abooniccuserede 30 to 32 
| pir Tarren 14 to 25 
RUNNIN IMMA: . oils. 6 nto cnieecla@aioeel’s o% 12 to 30 
a eee 16 to 42 


(For above table see report of Commission- 
er of Corporations on Petroleum, part one.) 
REFINING PRODUCTS OF 

THE VARIOUS FIELDS. 

Appalachian Feld—Naphtha and gasoline, 

per cent.; illuminating oil, 67 per cent; lubri- 
cating oil, 12.5 per cent; fuel oil, 4 per cent; 
Paraffine wax, 2 per cent. 

Lima (Ind.) Field—Naphtha and gasoline, 
11.5 per cent; illuminating oil, 43 per cent; lu- 
bricating oil, 15 per cent; fuel oil, 25 per cent; 


Illinois Feld—Naphtha and gasoline, 13.2 per 
cent; illuminating oil, 31.2 per cent; lubricating 
oil, 15 per cent; fuel oil, 35 per cent; paraffine 
wax, 2 per cent. 

Mid-continent Field—Naphtha and gasoline, 
11 per cent; illuminating oil, 41 per cent; gas | 
oil, 25 per cent; fuel oil, 20 per cent. 

Colorado Field—Naphtha and gasoline, 3.5 
per cent; illuminating oil, 35 per cent; lubri- 
cating oil, 3 per cent; fuel oil, 55 per cent. 
Gulf Field—Naphtha and _ gasoline, 3 per 
cent; illuminating oil, 15 per cent; lubricating 
oil,.6 per cent; gas oil, 45 per cent; fuel oil, 
28 per cent. 

California Field—Naphtha and gasoline, 6 
per cent; illuminating oil, 18 per cent; lubri- 
cating oil, 1.5 per cent; fuel oil, 72 per cent. 





imposed by the tariff are such that ind 
pendent producers and refiners cannot avail 
themselves of the use of the tariffs published, 
both on account of the exorbitance of the rate 
and the quantity necessary to make tender 
and delivery, the minimum amount being 75,- 
000 barrels at any shipment, and in some in- 
stances 300,000 barrels. The points of deliv- 
ery to which rates are published do not in- 
clude independent refining points, but points 
where no oil is taken or where Standard Oil 
refineries are the only ones to which delivery 
could be. made. 


“While it is true that Standard Oil pipe lines 
connect all producing fields with seaboaru at 
New York and Philadelphia’ and Baltimore, 
and all points where refineries are located, 
both Standard and Independent, yet they are 
of no value whatever to the independent in- 
terests. 


“The commissioner of corporations figures 
a reasonable charge on the basis of cost of 
operation, depreciation and 10 per cent return 
on the investment as follows: 


From the Appalachian field to 
board, 6 cents barrel. 

From the Lima, Indiana, field to sea- 
board, 10 cents barrel. 

From the Illinois field to seaboard, 15 
cents barrel. 


sea- 








Mexican Field—Naphtha and gasoline, 15 

per cent; illuminating oil, 35 per cent; fuel 
oil, 47 per cent. 
“In the above table it is to be noted that 
the Illinois, Mid-continent, Colorado and 
Mexico fields are not refining all of the pos- 
sible products or by-products. All of these 
fields produce paraffine wax to some extent, 
and are capable of producing valuable lubri- 
cating oils as well. In all the fields there are 
oils of differing characteristics, the above 
table showing the average. These fields also 
produce from certain wells asphaltum, which, 
under the present process of refining, is large- 
ly thrown into fuel oil.” 


LOCATION OF PRODUCING FIELDS 
WITH REFERENCE TO emanates 
NLIUES 
Appalachian field 400 


ee 


De CEINDE) TEE ccc cccccccccensccnese 650 
Illinois field ...... Siu ha Subte aatks d <casicentereechocad 800 
De Oat GE sins 6 odiecdncnivaccecour 500 


RAILROAD FROM VARIOUS 
FIELDS TO SEABOARD. 

Pittsburg-Oil City, Pa., to New York, 16.5 
cents cwt., equal to 44.5 cents per barrel. 

Findlay-Toledo, O., to New York, 23 cents 
cwt., equal to 62.5 cents per barrel. 

Casey-Robinson, Illinois, to New York, 33.5 
cents cwt., equal to 90 cents per barrel. 

Tulsa, Okla., to Port Arthur, 20 cents cwt., 
equal to 74 cents per barrel. 

(Authority ‘for above, files of the Interstate 
Commerce Commission.) 

PIPE LINE RATES. 

(Authority, report of Corporation Commis- 
sioner, part 1, page 34, et. seq.) 

“No rates are published by the Standard 
Oil Company and filed with the Interstate 
Commerce Commission from the Mid-continent 
field. The average rates published from the 
Appalachian field to Philadelphia, 39 cents 
per barrel. Lima, O., field to Philadelphia, 
53 cents per barrel. 

“The tariff filed with the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission by Standard Oil pipe lines 
gives rates from various points at practically 





Paraffine wax, 2 per cent. 





the same as railroad rates. The conditions 


From the Mid-continent field to sea- 
| board, 22 cents barrel. 


| “This has reference to the Atlantic seaboard 
at the points named and not the Gulf coast 
|to which the Standard Oil Company has no 
pipe line of its own connecting Mid-continent 
field. The independent pipe lines from the 
| Mid-continent field to Port Arthur charge 54 
cents per barrel.” 


Kansas Gas Wells 


oy 





Gas inspector of Montgomery county, Kan., 
reports the gas wells there doing per day, this 
spring, as follows: 





Name of No. of Averagé 
Company. Volume. wells. cubic ft. 
|Kan. Nat. Gas. Co. .577,902,450 196 3,041,591 
| Wichita Nat. Gas...194,551,001 46 4,228,369 
| Western States P. C. 72,264,820 20 3,613,240 





| Kasigan Oil & Gas.. 9,798,880 4 2,469,720 
|W. F. Cowham .... 18,375,360 2 9,187,363 
iC. F. Cowham ..... 3,535,160 2 1,767,580 
|American Line .... 28,163,620 11 2,560,329 
|Home Oil & Gas .. 20,020,180 8 2,502,522 
| Robinson & Foster . 21,997,120 4 5,499,280 
| Federal Betterment. 3,485,960 19 183,471 
Cherryvale Gas Co.. 5,708,500 19 300,400 
|Robert Binder ..... 4,479,560 3 1,493,186 
Caney Oil & Gas... 30,900,480 6 5,150,080 
Coffeyville Vit. B.&I. 14,292,480 10 1,429,248 
Vulcan Oil & Gas.. 366.600 4 91,650 
| a | Se 2,237,720 igi 
H. Shockman .,.... 510,760 4 127,690 
E. B. Skinner ...,.. 3,858,520 A WIPE 
R:. B. Conners.....% 185,760 eee ee. 
United Kan. Port Ce- 
I RAE 2,300,000 12 192,500 
|Fawn Valley Oil & 
| GAS ne engi eceees 3,084,000 3 1,028,000 
| Vi i sP a, OMA: scans 541,320 2 270,660 
|A, Sheike .......... 1,571,520 Ty, .caiees alll 
iP. & L. Co., Uncle 

Sam and others .. 17,361,000 46 377,413 

Total summary -.1,037,672,290 425 2,441,581 

Previous report.1,300,107,510 409 3,178,747 














——. : 
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SHARES ITS PROFIT 





California Oil Company Gives Its| 


Employes a Hand in The 
Business 





The Union Oil Company of California, has | 


arranged a profit sharing for its employes, that 
went into effect June Ist. 


It is based on the plan of the U. S. Steel | 


Corporation. The privilege of enjoying the 
apportunity of the plan is not given to those 
employes who “use intoxicants, indulge in 
gambling or visit evil resorts, as it is not de- 


sirable to retain such employes permanently on | 


the payrolls, and the company reserves the 
right to cancel subscriptions made by such 
employes and refund payments made,” said 
the company’s prospectus. 


It is estimated that the actual cost to the 


employe of a share of stock under the plan is | 


$64.56. The plan includes the privilege to pur- 
chase a limited number of shares of the com: 
pany’s treasury stock at $95 a share, this stock 


now being sold in the market at approximately | 


$105 a share. 


Stock subscriptions will be paid for by de- | 
ducting from the payrolls at the rate of $1.50 | 
a month per share, and by the application to | 
the payment of the employes’ additional com- | 


pensation. 
MERIT RECOGNIZED. 

This additional compensation is another 
part of the profit-sharing plan. It will be pai 
for meritorious and satisfactory service. 

On the twentieth day of each month there 
will be credited upon each share of stock sub- 
scribed a sum equal to the amount of the divi- 
dend declared by the company for that month 
on each share of issued stock. 

At the expiration of each year the further 
sum of $3 a share will be credited on each 
share subscribed. 

A maturity fund, also, is created under the 
plan. For convenience, the directors 
designated an arbitrary period of five years, 
at .the end of which those subscribers who 
have given continued and meritorious service 
in the employ of the company for the full 
period, and who by payments and additional 
compensation earnings have completed pay- 
ment for their stock, will share in a distribu- 
tion of profits. 


USE EXCESS OF EARNINGS. 


The fund to be thus distributed will be made | 
up of one-twentieth of the excess of the total |’ 


net earnings of the company for each year 
over and above an amount of the net earnings 
equal to 10 per cent upon the par value of.the 
average issued capital stock each year. 
Subscribers who should be unable or un- 


willing to complete their investments and those | 
who leave the service, will be obliged to with- | 


draw the full amounts which they have paid in, 
with interest from the time of payment at six 
per cent. 

Subscribers who withdraw will not be per- 
mitted to participate in the additional com- 
pensation or in the maturity fund. 

The privilege of subscribing for stock under 
this plan will. be limited as follows: 

Employes receiving $1,000 or less a year, 
five shares or less; $1,001 to $2,000, ten shares 
or less; more than $2,000, fifteen shares or 
less. 





Emery Gets Duty on Oxalic Plant 





Senator Lewis Emery, Jr., has obtained a 
one-cent per pound duty on oxalic acid, for 
the making of which he has the only plant 
in this country. Emery has been manufac- 
turing this for several years, but every time 
he offered his product on the market, he al- 
leges, the German acid trust cut the price, so 
that it went from 12 cents down to 6 cents. 
Emery asked for two cents a pound duty, and 
alleges that what the committee of the senate 
has given him is not enough. 


have | 


| 






Buy Your ILLUMINATING Oils and GASOLINES 


FROM 


|| Superior Oil Works, Limited 


WARREN, PA. 











=—_—_—$S 


| UNITED REFINING COMPANY 


WARREN, PA. 
Refiners of Independent Tiona Crude Only 
oEeae=S=EEeEeaeaeaeaeaEeaoaeeeaeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeEeEeEeEeEeEeeEe———_eeeeeEeEeEeEESSSSSES=SNNDMNN™" 


MANUPACTURERS OF 
All Grades of Gasolene, Napthas, Illuminating Oils, Neutrals, Engine 
Oils, Filtered Cylinder Stocks, Wax, Black Oils, 
Fuel Oil, Etc. 


























Old Virginny Asks Protection 
For Its “Big” Oil Fields To-Be 


A new oil field—in old Virginia—has come 
(to light in the oil tariff fight. 
| Within the past week the Virginia Conduit 


|Company, a development. corporation, has 
|sent resolutions and letters of appeal to the 
| . 
|senators and members of Congress from its 
| state, calling on them to protect the hereto- 
fore unknown lakes of oil which they say ex- 
ist there. They ask for the same duty as 
promulgated by the Washington committee. 
In support of their contentions as to the ex- 
\istence of oil, W. C. Ryan, a geologist em- 
|ployed by the company, gives his opinion of 
'the prospective oil land. 

Accompanying the resolutions is a letter 
\which states that members of the company 
| have satisfied themselves and satisfied large oil 
| prospectors and developers as to the existence 
|of a large oil territory east of the Bull Run 
| mountains and running down through Vir- 
|ginia; perhaps into North Carolina. There 
are also oil breaks in the valley of Virginia 
\with highly flattering prospects. at Basic City 
jand at points further south in the valley. 











SEEKS FOREIGN CAPITAL. 

The company, the letter states, further, is in 
negotiations with large English and French 
interests, through London and Paris agents, 
for the further development of its fields. 

Within the past month W. C. Ryan has 
made two separate geological surveys, he 
states, of a section of the country in Virginia 
extending from Manassas, in Prince William 
county, to a point ten miles beyond Calverton, 
in Fauquier county. Of the results of this 
survey Mr. Ryan says: 

“IT am convinced that, owing to the geo- 
logical formations I found to exist in these 
counties, namely the: sedimentary shales, 
slates, sandstones, limestone, fossil fauna- and 
flora, with an anti-cline running northeast and 
southwest, oil will be found in paying quanti- 
ties at from 1,800 to 2,000 feet below the sur- 
face.” 

The companies now incorporated for the 
development of this oil zone are all Virginia 
concerns. One company has sunk six or seven 
experimental wells at from 132 feet to 600 feet, 
and gas has been encountered in small quan- 
tities in four or. five of these wells. 





'Government’s Trust Busters Give Cinieniiiee 
That Independent Oil Men Are Independent 


Washington, D. C., June 9.—(Special.)— | learned thoroughly during the progress of 
| Secretary Chamberlin, of the Independents, | that lawsuit, it was that you and the com- 
'has givén out the following credentials as to! panies engaged in the petroleum business with 
the independence of the refining and produc-|which you were connected were wholly and 
ing interests the committee represents. In ad-| completely independent of the Standard com- 
| dition to these, Miss Ida M. Tarbell, furnished | panies, and independent of Standard interests. 
\a letter for use of the committee among mem-|And you were not afraid to have your hos- 
bers of Congress, in which she states positive- | tility to those interests known to everybody, 
ly her belief as to the oil men concerned be- | because what you did in assisting the govern- 
ing absolutely independent of the Standard. | ment in its prosecution was done openly and 
|The credentials are: | fearlessly, and was greatly appreciated by the 
Chicago. May 25, 1909. jattorneys representing the government. 
Dear Mr. Chamberlain— | It seems strange to me, knowing the facts 
Yours of the 20th inst. just reached me, and |as I do, that any one at all posted should ever 
in reply I have to say that if the question as|taise the question as to the independence of 
|to whether the petroleum interests which you|the companies which you represent. How- 
represent are independent of the Standard |ever, I can readily understand that one not 
arises at any time you are at liberty to call| going through it as we did, might not be so 
| upon me, and I think I can satisfy any per- thoroughly posted upon the situation as I am. 
|son that these interests are independent. From |! can also well understand how the real in- 
|the time we commenced the suit in behalf of | dependent interests might be accused by hon- 
| the government against the Standard Oil Com- | est men with affiliation with the Standard, be- 
pany and its affiliated companies, you and |cause, as you know, it developed upon the 
| those connected with your office were of great | taking of testimony that the Standard has at 
help to us, not only in posting us as to the | different times run, managed and controlled 
facts, but in assisting us in gathering the tes-| companies which held themselves out to be 
timony and in presenting it to establish the |independent; and in one case some of these 
facts, and if there is any one thing that I 














(Continued on Page 11, Column 1.) 
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O. K. The Independents 


(Continued from Page 10, Column 3.) 


bogus independent companies employed coun- 
sel to appear before the legislature of Georgia 
and represent that they were real independent 
companies, and that the bill which they op- 
posed was a bill in the interest of the Standard 
Oil Company, when as a matter of fact, the 
Standard, and not the independent companies, 
was back of the opposition to the bill and 
paid the attorneys who appeared before the 
legislature and opposed the bill. So that after 
all it may not be strange that a real inde- 
pendent company should be suspected of af- 
filiation with the Standard. 

I wish you success in your efforts to uphold 
and advance the independent oil interests of 








i Md 


i] 


fie — ces NE. 


the country. 


Very truly yours, 
(Signed) C. B. MORRISON. 





St. Paul, Minn. May 26, 1909. 


My Dear Sir— ; 

The refiners which you have represented in 
the past, members of the National Petroleum 
Refiners’ Association, are, I have no doubt, 
independent of the Standard Oil Company. In 
the very thorough investigation we made,. and 
in all the testimony taken before the special 
examiner in the Standard Oil case, these re- 
finers were treated as independent, and I be- 
lieve them to be so. 

Very truly yours, | 
(Signed.) FRANK B. KELLOGG. 





Interstate Commerce Commission, 
Washington. May 21, 1909. 
Dear Sir— 
In response to your request of the 2th 
inst., I write to say that so far as I have in- 





formation or belief, either official or personal, 
the producers and dealers of oil which you rep- 
resent are entirely independent of and have 
no affiliation with the Standard Oil Company. 











In the various investigations which the com- 
mission has conducted, both in formal proceed- 
ings under the act to regulate commerce and in 
compliance with the Joint Resolution of the 
Congress, nothing has been disclosed or sug- 
gested to indicate that the members of your 
association are not actual and active competi- 
tors of the Standard Oil Company. I have no 
reason to doubt that they are entirely inde- 
pendent and rival concerns. Nothing has come 
to my knowledge which would warrant a con- 
trary belief. Yours very truly, 

(Signed.) MARTIN A. KNAPP, 
Chairman. 


Standard Oil Sells Taft 
Its Municipal Gas Co’s. 


(Continued from Page 3, Column 3.) 


ard, which is reported to be desirous of get- 
ting out of the retail gas business. 
REPORT PUBLISHED BY TAFT. 

This report has been emphatically denied by 
A. S. White of New York City, president of 
the Columbia Company, but the fact that it 
was published in Charles P. Taft’s paper in 
Cincinnati makes the business interests ac- 
cept the report as authoritative, as Taft and the 
Sinton estate, into which he married, are the 
largest stockholders of the Columbia. The re- 
port became current shortly after John D. 
Rockefeller, Jr., and a party of Standard Oil 
officials stopped off in Cincinnati and had 
lunch with the Columbia people and then went 
over into West Virginia and inspected their 
properties with them. 

When the Standard interests got well im- 
planted in Ohio in the bas business the own- 
ers of the various artificial gas properties be- 
gan to cast about for some way to save their 
interests. C. P. Taft, being a director in both 
the Cincinnati and Cleveland artificial gas 
companies, soon became the leader in the 








movement to “do something.” They obtained 
the services of White, who had been inter- 
ested in a number of eastern deals, and then 
they gat control of the West Virginia gas 
properties. All this time the business of the 
artificial companies was falling off at a great 
rate as they had to compete with 30 cent gas 
with their 75 cent and $1.00 gas. With the 
West Virginia properties in their pocket, it is 


said overtures were made to the Standard -Oil 


Company, but that concern bluntly replied, 
“When we want your properties we'll get ’em 
at our own figure. We don’t want ’em now.” 


GET INTO CINCINNATI. 


The artificial men returned home and tried 
to get franchises for their natural gas pipes. 
They were successful in Cincinnati where C. 
P. Taft has always been in close accord with 
the Hon. “Boss” Cox. In Cleveland, where 
the East Ohio has a perpetual franchise, Mayor 
Johnson turned them over to the board of 
public service with injunctions to that body 
that it “get all.it can for the city.” The Co- 
lumbia people were asked ‘for so many condi- 
tions that they threw up their hands and with- 
drew until a new city administration came in. 
None has so far, and the prospects are fair 
that there won’t be for a few years yet. 

Recently the Columbia has completed large 
pipe lines from their fields to Cincinnati ca- 
pable of supplying 120,000,000 feet a day. This, 
seemingly, was the strategic move that aroused 
the interest of the Standard. 

The consolidation of the two companies 
will save the latter millions of dollars in that 
it now won’t have to re-lay its old artificial 
pipes and lay new pipe lines to the cities. Also 
it will keep free from attack the Standard Oil 
Company’s perpetual franchises and preclude 
any competitive bid when the ten-year refixing- 
of-charges-to-the-consumer clauses expire. 





The following is a list. of the natural gas 
companies which the government, in its St. 
Louis dissolution case, charges are owned and 





controlled by the Standard Oil Company. 








ABSOLUTELY INDEPENDENT 











—_— 


REFINERIES: 





ALL PRODUCTS OF PETROLEUM 
High Grade Cylinder and Engine Oils 


Carbon Oils and Gasoline 














NATIONAL LIGHT OIL AND WHITE 
ROSE GASOLINE 


The only Best-Oil and Gasoline. There is Noother 
Best nor any Just as Good 


THE NATIONAL REFINING COMPANY 


GENERAL OFFICES, CLEVELAND, OHIO 


Coffeyville, Kansas, Cleveland, Marietta and Findlay, Ohio 


Red Oil and Engine Oils 











ASSOCIATED COMPANIES 


NATIONAL PIPE LINE Co. 
PEERLESS TRANSIT CO. 


CUDAHY OIL CO. 
NORTHERN OIL CO. 
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National Petroleum News 


Published Every Month for 


Independent Oil Men 
Rose Bldg., Cleveland, O. 


Wa RREN C. Pratt. eee ee ee Editor 





$1 a Year 


10 Cents a Copy 
THE BRITTON PRINTING CO., CLEVELAND, 0. __ 


Independents Expand 





The decision of the Independent Mid-conti- 
nent refiners to join the National Petroleum 
Association matks the advance and extension 
of the organized Independent movement. 

So long as the Independents were unorgan- 


ized they were at the mercy of the Standard | 


Oil Company. Since the coming of the Na- 
tional Petroleum Association the Independent 
refiners have turned the tide of battle and are 


now gaining on the markets of the Standard | 
Oil Company simply by insisting and getting | 


a modicum of fair play. ‘ 

As a mere matter of straight business policy 
and militant effectiveness there should be but 
one organization. What the name of that or- 
ganization is is a mere incident so long as all 
the Independents are in it. 

And further that organization should in 
some way cover ALL the independents of the 
country, refiners, jobbers and producers. That 
these three branches have interests in common 
is shown by their present united fight for an 
oil tariff. Much ground was lost in this fight 
and their business seriously jeopardized—and 
the oil men aren’t out of the woods yet with a 
tariff—by the lack of organization. It took a 
number of months for every one to get into 
action and to train his guns on the one target, 
and in the meantime they had almost been 
wiped off the map. If the Standard Oil cry for 


a countervailing duty had been hit a hard blow | 


on the head at the first, the oil men would 
have had an unbiased congressional mind to 


work on, and no statements to retract or ex- | 


plain. With one organization, whether sub- 
divided into several organizations for the vari- 


ous branches ™ not, the tariff situation would | 


have been not only caught at the start, but 
foreseen months in advance and every one 


would have been ready to jump in at the word | 


and boost for one plan. 
The Mid-continent Oil & Gas _ Producers 
Association is an effective and virile organiza- 


tion; so is The National Petroleum Associa- | 


tion, but neither is omnipresent. It is to be 
hoped that with these two organizations as a 
nucleus in the committee, the Washington 


Committee of Independent Producers and Re- | 
finers can and will be continued in some form, | 


after its present immediate need has passed. 
Over in Bradford, Pa., efforts are being 
made, and it is quite probable that they will 
be successful, to organize the oil well workers. 
It is hoped to make this a national movement. 
Such an organization would be of great value 
to the well workers and its existence would be 
an aid to the other organizations in the oil 


business in fighting for the common good Had 
the well workers been together in time to take 


a hand in the tariff fight they would have made 


a strong impression at Washington, as the | 


men who had their wages and livelihood at 
stake. ~ 


Air Your Kicks and Troubles 





Some of the most interesting and also val- 
uable news of the Independent oil fight is the 
trials and tribulations of the men out on the 


market’s firing line, selling oil. 


gained by not airing them. 


Two of the best features in our last number | 
were the accounts of the Bell Oil Company’s | 
fight with spies at St. Louis, and the Hisgens’ 
invasion of the Boston market in the face of 


difficulties. 


Two equally interesting features in this num- 
ber are the troubles of the Bartles Oil Com-' world. 


| the Standard’s. 
| gether. 


They show, in establishing that oils need be inspected but 
how the wind is blowing, and as your Big| 
competitor and your Independent competitors | 
know about them anyway, there’s nothing | 


KEEP AFTER YOUR CONGRESSMEN 


Washington, D. C., June 8, 1909. 
Mr. W. C. Platt, 
Rose Building, Cleveland, Ohio. 
My dear Mr. Platt:—With reference to the good work done by your paper in its last 
issue, the Washington Committee is desirous that you should notice in the forthcoming is- 
sue the necessity of continuous work on the part of the oil men to influence their Senators 





_and Representatives to sustain the duty that the Washington Committee is advocating. It is 


exceedingly important that this be done, for while confidence is felt as to the result in the 
senate at the present time, we do not know what position the matter will be put in when it 


| gets to the hcuse; hence the necessity of alertness. 


Ycurs truly, 
C. D. Chamberlin, Secretary, 
Washington Committee of Independent Producers and Refiners. 
The above letter is self-explanatory and“The News” can do nothing further than to 
reiterate the necessity for keeping after Congress by more letters and telegrams. The re- 
sults so far have been exceedingly satisfactory, but the duty is not cinched yet and until it 
is there can be no relaxation of effort. 


Standard Oil Now Opposes an Oil 
Duty and “Knocks” Independents 





Standard Oil interests have backed up on their policy of clamoring for an oil duty. Now 
they have their hammers out and are swinging them in desperation cn the Independent oil 
men, personally, and their fight. 

When the Standard started the cry for a countervailing duty, it evidently didn’t bargain 
on the Independents waking up to their little scheme. After the Standard Oil interests had 
placed themselves unqualifiedly on record fora tariff the Independents saw through their 
game and took vigorous steps to spoil it by getting a REAL duty. 

Now it looks as if they are going to get it. Also the tariff campaign has aroused the peo- 
ple of the country to the fact that there ARE independent oil men here; that they are fight- 


_ers and worth while looking out for. The campaign advertised the Independents for their 


virtues and the Standard for its sins. It was an expensive affair, this countervailing cry of 


Also it showed the Independents how much they can do by working to- 

Now the Standard’s “Organ of Oil” at Oil City is busy declaring that the western re- 
finers, particularly of Oklahoma, wouldn’t join in the tariff fight because they felt it was 
“{nimical to the producing interests,” and then sagely declares, “The tariff is essentially a 
business proposition, and should not be confounded with business competition.” Also the 
reason it gives for these refiners not joining the movement is rather mysteriously cloaked 
in the following: “The producers feel that the rectifiers of only 20 per cent of the 87 per cent 
of crude oil are not in position to dictate terms and force assessments to antagonize 
friendly interests.” 

This sounds like a threat from the Standard that it will work revenge on whomever 
fights for a duty on oil, and especially so when the “Organ” adds, “The western refiners also 
feel very much the same way about the proposition and emphatically refused to join the 
Chamberlin crowd, for purely business reasons.” 

This is the first ever heard of the Westernrefiners not wanting a tariff, as they have 
voted any number of resolutions for one and done hard work with their members in 
Congress. 

If the Standard Oil Company is now prepared to make a “business reason” of it with 
every one who fought for a tariff then we trust that the Standard will hustle and go to it, 
for the first move it makes along that line will be evidence per se of its being a trust and a 
malicous one and evidence that Government Prosecutors Kellogg and Morrison will welcome. 

This Standard Oil mouthpiece also sides with Dr. Hayes and his wonderful “conclusions” 
as to the “scarcity” of Mexican production and advises the Independent refiners that they 
ought to be back home taking care of this country’s surplus “than to waste so much effort 
fighting the bugaboo of foreign surpluses.” When it looked as though the Standard might 
get that countervailing duty, foreign surpluses, be it remembered, were not “bugaboos.” 

The thing that has hit the Standard is the fact that the fight for a duty has had to be 
made on an anti-Standard basis, which has added to the unpopularity of that “great institu- 
tion.” That this plan of campaign was the fault of the Standard and no one else’s is obvi- 
ous. The house put the duty on oil down as a personal matter against the Standard. All 
Congress has insisted that the tariff be considered in the light of its effect on the Stand- 
ard’s business. As these statesmen refused to do anything that might help the Standard, 
the only course left was to show that it wouldhelp the Independents and be the only thing to 
save them, which brought out the story of the whole Independent fight for existence, 


|a story that showed the country just what k ind of a “benevolent” organization it is dealing 
| with. 








pany in keeping its “Ruby” light oil in the 
markets of Minnesota against the efforts of the 
Standard Oil Company, and the success of the 
Independent Oil Company of Brockton, Mass., 


That’s what we are here for, to publish the 


facts of the Independent fight in the interest 
of the Independents. We don’t edit out refer- 
ences to your biggest competitor and belittle 
your efforts, but will print your story of the 
facts as you send it. 


once in a state, and also defeating the pe- 
culiar efforts of a local oil inspector who tried 
to bar their oils from Taunton, Mass., by re- 
porting them below the standard. 

We have other interesting fights in view for 
the next number, but we can’t hear of all of | against Union Oil Company’s plans to run pipe 
them, for the oil field is too large. Hence we |line to their famous beach. U. S. Attorney 
invite you to send in accounts of your troubles | General Wickersham O. K.’d the scheme but 
or anything else you want to that will be of | Santa Barbara denies his jurisdiction and that 
interest and value to the Independent oil | of the war department over munigipal terri- 
tory. 





Residents of Santa Barbara, Cal., up in arms 
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from the Chatham Collegiate Institute in 1887, 
worked for his father, who had a wholesale 
and retail dry goods house, and then came to 
Cleveland and went with the Clark Company 
in 1889. He kept things going so rapidly that 
in a few years’ time he was running the busi- 
| ness, and succeeded to the presidency on the 
|death of Mr. Clark. When he started in the 


GRAVITIES 


By Baume and Otherwise 
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| company was capitalized at $100,000, and now 
it has $250,000 capital stock, and is one of 
ithe largest lubricating oil concerns in the 


| country. 


| 





Pipe Line Regulations 





Status of pipe lines in the public service will 
| Teceive much attention in the near future. 
'Oklahoma’s pioneering in that class of legisla- 
| tion is looked upon as the first of steps that 
| may be taken by other states and by the federal 
|government. Pipe lines are now, legally, com- 
|mon carriers, but in practice are not. Whether 
'they can be made common carriers and yet 
| Maintain their efficiency is a question that has 
| provoked much discussion which has not gone 
|a@ great ways toward settling it in the public 
| mind. 
| It is generally believed, however, that pipe 
|lines can be efficiently operated as common 
| carriers in fact, where those pipe lines are now 
| doing or purporting to do a public service. 
| Reports from Washington are that the pipe 
\line question will be tackled by the nation’s 
|law makers this winter. This will center at- 
| tention on what Oklahoma has done in that 
direction, it being the first state to really do 
|anything, and how its law is working out. 
| Owing to the industry of some press agents, 
|about all the oil world, as a whole, knows of 

that law is that its passage was the occasion 
|of a big row. Consequently Senator Yeager’s 
|reports, that will be published exclusively in 
| this paper, will not only be of interest but will 
‘contain real news and information. 
< HE hydrometer that William E. Wall,| That the Oklahoma law is bad, as a whole, 





William E. Wall 
President of The National Petroleum Association 


President of the National Petroleum |as alleged by these press agents, is hard to 
Association, holds on the oil business, | conceive. There is no evidence so far that it 
shows that the Independents are has “ruined” the oil business of the mid-con- 
gaining great headway in their fight for a fair | tinent. On the other hand that the law is not 
show in the oil markets of the country. No | perfect is quite likely, especially when the ex 
matter by what scale you are figuring, he says, | treme bitterness of the fight over its passag: 
they are gaining. |and the changes in its text, thereby involved 
“There has been a wonderful advancement | is recalled. é ; 
in the Independent movement in the past few| By the opening of the next Congressiona. 


information on the working out» of his» law, 
which will be published in this paper every 
month. His first number in this issue is ably 
written and very interesting. The columns of 
The News ate open to those who care to dis- 
cuss the question, from whatever side they 
choose, and open for any other information 
on the subject. 


N. P. A. EXTENDS ITS 
STRENGTH.TO WEST 


Mid-continent Refiners Apply for 
Membership in Big Independent 
Organization 








More than a majority of the Mid-continent 
Independent refiners have already signified 
their intention, and made application, to join 
The National Petroleum Association. As soon 
as all applications are in they will. be acted 
upon by the trustees of the Association, which 
probably will be in the course of a few weeks. 

The addition of the mid-continent refiners 
will greatly increase the strength and influ- 
ence of the Association, and also extend it 
with the growing Independent movement for 
which it has been largely responsible. 

The final decision of the Mid-continent refin- 
ers to join the Association was made ata meet- 
ing with representatives of the Association at 
Independence, Kans., May 13. In addition to 
the western refiners who attended the meeting 
there were J. I, Lamprecht, president National 
Refining Company, Cleveland, O.; Secretary 
C. D. Chamberlin, of The National Petroleum 
Association; W. H. Fehsenfeld, president Red 
“C” Oil Company, Baltimore, Md., and H. H. 
Willock, manager of the Waverly Oil Works 
Company, Pittsburg, Pa. 

Secretary Chamberlin pointed out the value 
of organization among the Independents. He 
cited not only the work done by the Associa; 
tion, but also the work done by the Indepen- 
dents under the temporary organization of the 
Washington Committee on the oil tariff fight. 

At a previous meeting it had been voted by 
the western refiners that it was advisable for 
them to join and they would take up the ques- 
tion with their companies and favorably rec- 
ommend it. At the second meeting many of 
these were ready and signed application blanks 








years,” said Mr. Wall recently. “And the | session in December, the law should have 
movement is going to advance some more.|Shown what it can and can not do. Oppor- 
The value of a good organization such as the | tunities for improving its method of regulation, 
National Petroleum Association has been|if improvement is needed, should have appear- 
shown to the oil world, and it has also been|ed, and the law should serve as a working 
shown to the general public, which is much to | basis for Congressional action. 

e point, that such an organization can and| That the Standard Oil Company owes its 
oes work in the public’s interest. Before | grip on the oil business of this country to the 
the organization of this Association the Inde-| pipe lines and that it uses this grip and these 
pendent refiners were harassed very greatly,| lines in most unfair ways—ways that 


from lack of competition. Now the Independ-| jobber and the ultimate consumer—none will 


nt refiners have obtained a place for them-|deny. But the question is how to remedy it. 


lves, and are respected by business interests | The Federal Government’s last attempt fel 
nore than ever before, and there is more | flat. — ) 
competition, which benefits the consumer.” | now is on trial. 








are | 
d the public was paying more for its oil| against the good of the producer, refiner and | 


} 
| 


Oklahoma has gone a step further and | 


and others have been coming daily in the 
; mails, Secretary Chamberlin reports. 
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PIONEER IN ORGANIZATION. 
_ Mr. Wall ought to know, for he has been 
in the heart of the oil business and the heart 
of the fighting as President of the Associa- 






| In the meantime, the oil world and legisla- | 

tors will seek facts about that step and for | 
|such consideration we have arranged with | 
| Senator Yeager for first-hand and accurate | 
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tion and President of the Fred G. Clark Com- | 











pany, of Cleveland O. He was one of the first | 
moving spirits in the plan to organize the | Mines and Plant, Attapulgus, Ga. 
National Petroleum Association, which was | ; ’ 
finally completed in June, 1903. He was elect- | 
ed its first president, and has been re-elected 
every time since, although he _insists that 
some others should have the place. | 
.Applying our own handy little pocket glass 
tester to Mr. Wall, we discover that it is al- | 
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ways moving. Investigation shows that if he 
had carted one around with him all his life it 
would have kept jumping all the time, for 
Wall has been moving things, and is still at it. 
He started in this world August 23, 1868, in 
the town of Chatham, Ont., and hustled to the 
top long before his last birthday, which was 
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Ohio’s Geologist Would Limit 





Gas To Domestic Use Only 


Prof. Brownocker Tells Natural Gas Men They Should Not Supply 
Factories—Big Convention At Columbus, O. 


Restriction of natural gas for domestic use only was the plea made at the fourth 
annual meeting of the Natural Gas Association of America, at Columbus, O., May 18-20, by 
Prof. J. A. Brownocker, state geologist of Ohio. 

The Mid-continent field was pointed to by J. C. McDowell, of Pittsburg, Pa., president 


of the association, as the big gas center of the country where 


developments will soon take place. 


important and extensive 


President McDowell condemned the action of some 


states in forbidding exportation of their gas. He said that $225,000,000 is now invested in 
the natural gas business and that in 1908 this yielded a gross income of $55,000,000, equiva- 


lent to 9,000,000 tons of coal. 


He declared natural gas investments to be 
among the safest in the country and that he 
had not heard of any company defaulting on 
dividends or bond interest, despite the busi- 
ness depression. 

Governor Judson Harmon of Ohio welcomed 
the 300 delegates of gas and oil men. George 
W. Barnes, in speaking of the relation of the 
company to the consumer, decried the lack of 
cordiality between gas companies seeking fran- 
chises and city authorities, and Lucius S. Bige- 


| low, of New York City, spoke of the “Com- 


|mercial Side” of the gas business. 

| A large and interesting exhibit of gas ap- 
|pliances, well drilling machinery, etc., was 
|made by more than 100 manufacturers in the 
| Goodale street auditorium, where the conven- 
‘tion was held. 

|__New officers elected are: William Mc- 
| Kenzie, Kansas City, Kas., president; J. M. 
| Garard, Columbus, vice president; T. C. Jones, 
Delaware, O., secretary and treasurer; J. M. 
| Mitchell, St. Joseph, Mo., and P. W. Lupher, 
Columbus, O., directors. -The next session will 
| be held May, 1910, in Oklahoma City, Okla. 





Brownocker Describes The Geological Formations. 
Where Natural Gas Is Found In The Eastern Fields 





A description of the geological formation of 
the Appalachian regions in which gas is found, 
interesting to oil and gas men alike, was given 
by Ohio State Geologist, J. A. Brownocker, be- 
fore the gas men’s convention. 

He pointed particularly to the depleted con- 
dition of the eastern gas fields and called on 
the gas men to preserve their product as much 
as possible. In addition to the ordinary chan- 
nels of waste, Prof. Brownocker said that the 
use of gas by manufacturering establishments 
that could just as well use a cheap grade of 
coal, was also waste. If the gas were con- 
served for domestic use only, he said, the 
larger price received should fully compensate 
for the decreased market. 

The northern part of the Appalachian field, 
Pennsylvania, West Virginia, New York and 
eastern Ohio, he said, in 1907 produced 85 per 
cent of the total gas production in the country. 
Of the geological formation he said: 


FOUR PRODUCING ROCKS. 

“KINDS OF GAS PRODUCING ROCKS. 
These are four in number—congiomerates, 
sandstones, shales and limestones. The first 
three are all a result of the same process, viz., 
the wearing away of the land. This is accom- 
plished by rain, wind, frost, waves, etc. When 
once this waste material reaches a large body 
of water, such as the ocean, it is deposited, 
the coarsest material, as gravel, near the shore, 
the finer material, as sand, a little farther out, 
and the finest as silt in still deeper water. 

“Later these loose materials may be ce- 
mented to solid rock by lime, iron or silica 
in solution in oceanic waters, the gravel form- 
ing the conglomerate, the: sand, sandstone and 
the silt, shales. 

“Limestone may be formed in two ways, but 
probably these always work together to a 
greater or less extent. Some limestones con- 
sist of a mass of shells cemented together and 
in such cases the origin is clear. Other lime- 
stones-may not contain single-shell fragment. 
These may be composed of shells that were 


ground to an ooze by the waves dragging 
them over each other, or they may have been 


tain an immense quantity of lime in solution. 


OHIO ONCE A SEA. 
“EARLY GEOLOGICAL HISTORY. In 
(early geological times the territory considered 
\in this paper was a great inland sea. To the 
|east lay the Piedmont belt, one of the oldest 
lands on our continent; to the west were the 
Silurian lands of western Ohio, and to the 
northeast the Adirondack mountains. The 
area and shape of this sea changed somewhat 





from time to time, but in the main it decreased | 


with age and at or near the close of the car- 
boniferous became dry land. 


west and north, but especially from the east. 
These were spread unequally over the floor, 
the deposits being thickest along the eastern 
side; that is, near the principal source. Rocks 
were forming in the middle of the sea long 


after the process had ceased along its early 
shores. 


DIP FOLLOWS SHORE LINE. 


“As the sediments were deposited they con- | 
formed in a general way to the old sea floor. | 
In other words, the rocks on the west side of | 


the area dip to the east, those on the east side 
to the west and those on the north to the 
south. Illustrating this point further, we may 
say that the rocks which underlie Columbus, 
and are hence far above sea level, are hundreds 
of feet below sea level in western Pennsyl- 
vania, but rise again to the surface in the cen- 
tral part of that state. 


“AGE OF GAS PRODUCING ROCKS. 


These range from the Cambrian, or oldest 
rocks that are distinctly fossiliferous, to the 


upper limit is the carboniferous. These rocks 


represent an immense difference in age, and if | 


the gas which they contain dates from approxi- 
mately the time of the origin of the rocks, it 
follows that the gas also varies greatly in-age. 


The following shows the principal gas produc- 





formed by precipitation, for the oceans con- | 


“Into this sea sediments washed from the 


most recent, but in the Appalachian field the | 


‘ing rocks of the Appalachian 
relative ages: 


field and their 


First Cow Run 
sand. 
Macksburg 500- 
foot sand. 
Olean conglom- 
erate or 
salt sand. 


Coal Measure: 


| Carboniferous 


Big Injun 
sand and 
conglomerate 
Berea grit. 


Lower Carbon- 
iferous 








First sand (100 foot or 
Gantz). 

Second sand. 

Third sand (Gordon). 

Fourth sand. 

Fifth sand (McDonald). 

Sixth sand. 

Warren sand. 

Clarendon sand. 


Upper 
Devonian 


Speechley sand. 
Bradford sand. 
Kane sand. 


Lower 








Clinton sand. 
Medina sand. 
Ordovician Trenton limestone 
Cambrian Potsdam sand 


DRILL GETS TO CAMBRIAN. 

“GAS PRODUCING ROCKS OF THE 
APPALACHIAN FIELD—Cambrian. Rocks 
of this age are the lowest that are distinctly 
fossiliferous. Still lower and yet above the 
Archean, is a great group known. as_ the 
Algonkian, but these have no well preserved 
fossils or at any rate none have been discov- 
ered. Even the Cambrian strata lie so decp 
in the territory we are considering that they 
have been struck by the drill at only one place 
near Oswego, New York, on the extreme 
southeastern corner of Lake Ontario. 

“In this sandstone, gas in small quantities 
has been found at a few places. The rock re- 
sembles those containing gas in Pennsylvania 
and West Virginia and the drillers were quick 
to apply names to it they had used in those 
states. In one well the closed pressure was 
340 pounds, and in another it- was reported 
to be 800 pounds. In one well, at least, the 
drill did not come to rest until it had pene- 
trated the Archean which we may appropriate- 
ly call the foundation of the earth’s crust. The 
interval between the base of the Trenton and 
the Archean is there only 150 feet, and com- 
|posed of sandstone with limestone above. 

GAS IN OLDEST ROCKS. 

“While these wells were of little value from 
‘the commercial standpoint they are of great 
‘interest in that they show gas in older rocks 
than were before known to be producing. The 
‘Cambrian formation probably underlies the 
‘whole Appalachian field, and possibly may 
‘contain gas at various points, but its depth is 
such that the driller need not attempt to reach 
it. 

“ORDOVICIAN OR LOWER SILURIAN. 

The strata of this period consists of great beds 
of limestone and shales with some sandstones. 
In our territory these rocks reach the surface 
at one place only, northeastern New York. In 
\that part of New York where the Cambrian 
'gave such surprising results the Trenton too is 
producing. In fact it has been the best source 
of this fuel in the state. Gas is found near 
the top of this formation and near the bottom. 
|Strange to say it behaves like shale gas; that 
is, nearby wells show little or no connection. 
One of these gave the enormous rock pressure 
of 1,540 pounds, being, with few exceptions, 
the greatest on record. 

TRENTON UNDER ALL. 

“The Trenton limestone is one of the great- 
est formations in our territory. In north- 
‘eastern New York it measures about 650 feet 
|in thickness, and in southern Ohio 860 feet. 


Silurian 
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4 probably underlies the whole Appalachian 
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Describes The Geological 
Formation for Natural Gas 


(Continued from Page 14, Column 3.) 


region but at such depths that it has been 
found at but few points. .Around Columbus 
it may be struck at about 1,950 feet but all 
efforts to reach it farther east in Ohio have 
proved unavailing. 


“SILURIAN. Two formations of this period 
produce gase in commercial quantities. These 
are the Medina and Clinton sandstones. The 
former is not a large source but, in an irreg- 
ular strip extending from the vicinity of Roch- 
ester westward-to Buffalo, small wells occa- 
sionally are found. 


“The Clinton sandstone must be classed with 
the important sources of natural gas. The 
rock outcrops in southwestern Ohio and is 
there a- crystalline limestone. In places it is 
covered with a bed of marly clay and else- 
where in this state with a lean bed of iron 
ore. The numerous wells in northwestern 
Ohio found it in its proper position and con- 
sisting of limestone with some shales. Gas 
was occasionally found in it, and at Fremont, 
when the underlying Trenton proved barren, 
a number of wells were drilled to the Clinton, 
these being the first sunk to that formation in 
this state for natural gas. 


CLINTON AT NIAGARA. 


“The Clinton outcrops in western New York 
and is well shown in the Niagara gorge and 
along the escarpment at Lewiston. It is also 
found in central Pennsylvania, having been 
brought to the surface by the great erosion 
of the Appalachian mountains. Throughout 
much of this area the rock is so deeply buried 
that it has never been penetrated by the drill. 

“The known productive territory is limited 
to Ohio. Discovery of .gas was simply a case 
of faith backed by money. There were no gas 
springs, etc., to point the way. The quantity 
of gas taken from this field is almost incredible, 








The enormous demand has-been supplied only 
by constant drilling and the extension of the 
territory. As soon as new producers cease to 
be found the cry of “insufficient gas” will be 
heard and the end will ‘be near.” The depth of 
the Clinton sand in this field usually ranges 
from 2,000 to 2,500 feet. Eastward the depth 
increases rapidly and soon becomes practically 
inaccessible. 


OHIO SHALES A BAR. 

“THE DEVONIAN. In Ohio the rocks of 
this period consist of a narrow bed of lime- 
stone about 150 feet in thickness and out- 
cropping as a narrow band from about 25 
miles south of Columbus nearly due north: to 
Lake Erie. Kelly’s Island, in that body, is 
simply a large block of this formation. Over- 
lying this limestone is a thin bed of shales 
known.as Olentangy and above these in turn 
trated to a depth of about 2,500 feet in the 
central portion of Ohio from near Portsmouth 
on the Ohio river due north to the lake. Along 
this line the formation is very thin but east- 
ward it thickens rapidly, becoming over 1,700 
at McConnellsville on the Muskingum river, 
an increase of 24 feet to the mile. Farther 
east in Ohio the bottom of these shales has 
never been reached but’ they have been pene- 
trated to a depth of about 2,500 feet in the 
vicinity of East Liverpool. Along the Ohio 
river from Wheeling to Sistersville, this 
formation is probably at least 3,000 feet thick. 

“The Ohio shales appear to consist of 
shales alone. 
tain beds of sandstone.. These shales contain 
at places small quantities of gas. The supply 
of gas for Fredonia, the first town to be lighted 
in this manner in the United States, came 
from this horizon. 

WEST VIRGINIA SHALE PRODUCTIVE. 


“In Pennsylvania and West Virginia the 
condition is far different, for the shales cor- 
responding to the Ohio contain numerous beds 
of sandstone which are among our largest 
sources of both oil and gas. Near Franklin, 
Pa., the thickness of these shales and inter- 
bedded sandstones exceeds 3,600 feet. The 


In other words they do not con-: 





thickness,, increases..southward.and. has. never 
been penetrated by the drill except in the 
southwestern corner of West Virginia whére 
the formation. thins. 

“The lower part of this great formation con- ’ 
tains, in its upper portion, a number of gas 
sands such as the Speechley, Bradford and 
Kane. These are very important producers 
of gas in Pennsylvania but not in West Vir- 
ginia. The upper part of the Devonian_ is 
much more prolific in gas rocks which .are 
large producers in both Pennsylvania and 
West Virginia. When oil and gas were found 
in Ohio as far down as the Berea, an effort 
was made to find the deeper beds of Pennsyl- 
vania. In fact wells with this object are still 
occasionally sunk, but the results have been 
uniform failure. It may be considered as 
settled by the drill that when the Berea has 
been passed in eastern Ohio all hope of oil 
or gas is gone. 

GAS GATHERED BY NATURE. 


“Apparently gas was not produced simply 
at a few favored spots but over relatively 
broad areas, and later was for some reason 
gathered together in small tracts. Without 
such a process natural gas as a fuel would 
probably be unknown. 


“But how was this segregation brought 
about? The particles of a gas are, under or- 
dinary circumstances, very active, moving with 
great velocity in various directions. Our 
atmosphere is endeavoring to fly away from 
the earth’s surface and were it not for the 
force of gravity of our planet would have 
escaped into space ages ago. Gas in porous 
rocks appears to behave in a similar manner, 
though at a slower rate owing to the resistance 
of the rocks. Manifestiy it will seek the higher 
places in the strata leaving the lower tracts 
with little or no gas. In this way the fuel 
that originally extended over a broad area 
was probably segregated in a much smaller 
one.” 





New production in Roumanian fields said to 
be on the increase. 
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OIL MEN DEMAND EXEMPTION OF 
PRIVATE CARS FROM DEMURRAGE 





Oil men owning private cars made a strong 
showing before the sub-committee on uniform 
code of demurrage rules at Washington, June 
4and 5. They, with other private car owners, 
opposed the assessment of demurrage on pri- 
vate equipment. 


C. D. Chamberlin, secretary of The National 
Petroleum Association, and W. E. McEwen, 
traffic manager of The Peerless Transit Line 
of Cleveland, presented the oil men’s side of 
the argument. The committee, consisting of 
seven members with Interstate Commerce 
Commissioner Lane, presiding as chairman, 
heard the arguments and will report to the 
full committee, which will formulate a new 
code and present it for adoption at the next 
session of the National Association of Railway 
Commissioners. 


The amendments to the present rules on 
demurrage which the oil men advocated, con- 
sisted of exceptions to Rule No. 1 of the pres- 
ent rules and they asked that Rule 1 be made 
to read, with the exceptions: 


EXCEPT PRIVATE CARS. 

Cars held by consignor or consignee for 
loading, unloading, forwarding directions or 
for any other purpose, are subject to demur- 
rage rules, excepting as follows: 

a—Private cars on private sidings; 

b—Private cars on carrier’s sidings, which 
are put in for individual use of an industry or 


limited number of industries, when such sid- 
ing is not for general public use; 
c—Private cars when standing on carrier’s 
tracks, not placed for loading or unloading; 
d—Private cars when temporarily withdrawn 


from service, when on private sidings or on 
tracks of carriers; 





e—“Private side tracks” and “private cars” 
defined. 

Ist. A private side track as this expression 
is used m the opinion, “In the Matter of De- 
murrage Charges on Privately Owned Tank 
Cars,” is one that is owned by a consignor or 
consignee or one that is owned by a railroad 
but constructed for the individual use of an 
industry or limited number of industries and 
is not used by the general public. 

2nd. A private car is owned by an indi- 
vidual firm or corporation for the transporta- 
tion of commodities which they produce or in 
which they deal. It will include also cars 
owned and leased to shippers by private cor- 
porations. 


3rd. The rule as to demurrage charges on 
private cars is applicable to all other private 
cars used by the railroads and paid for on a 
mileage basis. 

RAILROAD MEN oO. K. IT. 

Several of the railroad representatives sup- 
ported the private car owners and among them 
were A. B. Starr, general superintendent of 
transportation of the Pennsylvania Company, 
and J. M. Daly, of the Illinois Central Rail- 
road. ° 

It was the largest delegation of railroad rep- 
resentatives and shippers that has ever ap- 
peared at Washington. In speaking of the 
discussion, Mr. MacEwen, of Cleveland, said: 


“An encouraging feature about the entire 


proposition was the degree of fairness and lib- | 


erality displayed on the part of both the ship- 
pers and the railroad representatives in the 
discussion of general demurrage rules, it seem- 
ingly being the desire of both parties to se- 





'at Washington when 
cure only that which was fair and reasonable | duty on oil, for it probably will. 


to all concerned. And whilé it developed tHat 
it would be almost impossible to promulgate 
uniform demurrage rules to govern the entire 
United States on account. of certain peculiar 
conditions existing at various points, it did 
develop and seem possible to promulgate cer- 
tain uniform principles to govern the assess- 
ment of demurrage. 


“The question of an average plan met with 
a great deal of consideration, and was dis- 
cussed thoroughly by both railroads and ship- 
pers; it being the consensus of opinion that 
the average plan which has been in force in 
various sections of the country not only al- 
most eliminates the necessity of paying 
demurrage, but also results in a more expedi- 
tious handling of railroad equipment.” 





Oriental a Live Oil Co. 





One of the live independent jobbing houses 
of the Southwest is the Oriental Oil Company, 
of Dallas, Texas. As a member of the traffic 
department of the National Petroleum Asso- 
ciation it worked for the passage in the Texas 
legislature of the anti-discrimination bill this 
spring. The company is chartered to and does 
do business in both Texas and Oklahoma. In 
the late issue of The News was an item refer- 
ing to one “Oriental Oil Company” being sold 
by a receiver and another being sold to the 
Prairie Oil & Gas Company. These, it was 
stated, were producing companies, and are not 
to be confused with the Oriental Oil Com- 
pany of Dallas, which never has thought of a 
receiver or selling out. 





Don't forget to put in a hard plug for an 
oil tariff with your member of the lower house 
the senate adopts a 


eeeoedownrsrecesecessensesseeseaeersebereeseete 


q@ YOU WONT LOSE ANYTHING 
of value, when you TEAR OUT THAT 


subscription blank on the other side and 


send it in. 


? 


q, OUR NEWS is TOO GOOD to destroy. 
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COURT HOLDS ONE 
INSPECTION ENOUGH 


Brockton, Mass., Independent Wins 
Decision in Fight With 
Standard Oil Co. 


eel 


Oil that has once been properly inspected 
in the state of Massachusetts does not have 


to be re-inspected by local inspectors accord- 
ing to a court decision recently won in a bit- 
ter fight with the authorities of Taunton, 
Mass., by the Independent Oil Company of 
Brockton, Mass. 

The Independent Oil Company had had its 
products, which two state inspectors had 
passed, thrown out of the Taunton market by 
a local inspector on the ground that it fell 
short in the tests. The company brought suit 
and won, inspectors away from the heat of 
the local fight with the Standard holding the 
independent oil to be well up to the standard 
required by the state. 

The story of his fight with the Standard Oil 
Company in Brockton and Taunton is told by 
W. R. Keith, president and treasurer of the 
Independent Oil Company, of Brockton, as 
follows: 


STANDARD CUT PRICES. 


“I am the owner and manager of the Inde- 
pendent Oil Company, incorporated under the 
laws of Massachusetts. This company began 
selling oil October 22, 1907. My daily output 
is; at present, between 2,500 and 3,500 gallons 
of oil and gasoline per day. For about ten 
months previous to December 1, 1908, the 
Standard Oil Company cut the price of oil and 
gasoline in this district to a point below our 
cost’price. We maintained our price, however, 
and our daily sales averaged during this time 
over 2,000 gallons. Since December 1 the 
Standard Oil prices have been advanced so we 
are now selling at the same price. 

“The city of Taunton is about eleven miles 
from our oil station in Brockton. In Novem- 
ber last year I sold one lot of oil to a dealer 
there. The Taunton inspector of oil made it 
test 98 flash and 108 fire-and forbid the sale of 
this oil in Taunton. We had a sample of the 
same oil tested in Boston and the result was 
123 flash and 150 fire. I made no further at- 
tempt to sell oil in Taunton until the present 
month when I personally talked with the 
mayor and oil inspector and tried to arrange 
for the proper inspection of oil in order to 
sell it there without further trouble. They 
both assured me of their good will. 


ARREST HIS DRIVER. 


“Later I hired an oil peddler, who had been 
getting his oil of the Standard Oil Company, 
buying his route and delivering him a supply 
of oil. Immediately the Taunton inspector 
tested the oil and reported 98 flash and 108 
fire and ordered our driver to appear in court 
for selling oil that had not been inspected and 
for selling oil below the test required by law. 
Previous to this I had an inspector from Bos- 
ton test six samples of oil covering all I had 
in stock at Brockton in tanks and tank cars 
amounting to over 75,000 gallons, and every 
Sample, with one exception, tested 110 flash 
and 130 to 150 fire. The one exception tested 
110 flash and 120 fire. The oil in question came 
from the Cornplanter Refining Company of 
Warren, Pennsylvania, and Waverly Oil Works 
Company of Pittsburg, Pa. 

“I fought the case in court, winning on every 
point, and got a decision from the judge, that 
when oil had been once inspected within the 
State by a duly Harm: inspector, it filled 
the requirements of the law, and could be 
legally sold.’ It developed during the trial that 
the city officials as well as certain court offi- 
Cials were making every effort possible to get 
@.Sonviction so as to stop the sale of Inde- 

hdent oil in Taunton, the oil inspector being 
fokced in open court to admit that the local 
Standard Oil manager was a friend of his and 


ao” 
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$5 A DAY PENALTY FOR 
FAILURE TO FURNISH CARS 





California railroads, must now furnish cars 
under penalty of $5.00.a day fine for delay. 
The governor has signed the law passed by 


the last legislature, called the Texas Car Law. 
Shippers are also required to load and unload 
promptly under the same penalties. Just how 
the law will work out when a road actually 
runs out of cars, is not known, but it is wel- 
comed by the independent oil producing inter- 
ests of the state who have had great trouble in 
doing business because of the delays due to 
the railroad’s failure to provide cars on time. 


H. H. ROGERS BURIED 


Standard Oil Co. Suspends Work in 
Respect of Former Chief 








For the first time in the history of the 
Standard Oil Company it suspended operations 
in all its branches and departments all over 
the world for one whole morning, during the 
funeral services for its vice president, H. H. 
Rogers, May 21. 


Funeral services were held for Mr. Rogers 
at the Church of the Messiah, New York City. 
The most prominent men in the financial world 
were among his pall bearers and attendants at 
the services. The burial was at Fairhaven, 
Mass. 

Mr. Rogers died on the morning of May 19, 
from his second stroke of apoplexy. His 
previous stroke was two years ago when his 
friends and associates warned him to quit 
working so hard. But since that time Mr. 
Rogers completed two of his railroads and saw 
the opening of the last this spring—the Vir- 
ginia railroad—into Pittsburg. 

Mr. Rogers was born January 29, 1840, at 
Fairhaven, Mass. He worked as a grocer’s 
clerk, sold papers and was a railroad brake- 
man until he went to the oil regions of Penn- 
sylvania at the start of the oil industry. He 
mastered the business and was soon employed 
by Charles Pratt in their New York office. He 
gained an interest in the business and when 
the consolidation with the Standard Oil Com- 
pany came he was put in charge of the manu- 
facturing end and became head of the National 
Transit Company. 


SUES TO VOID DISTANCE 
TARIFFS OF LOUISIANA 


The Southern Pacific Railroad, presumably 
acting in behalf of the railroads of Louisiana, 








has begun suit against the railroad commission’ 


of Louisiana to have declared null and void its 
recent order, granted on complaint of The Na- 
tional Petroleum Association, for distance tar- 
iffs in that state. The action is similar to the 
one brought against the Arkansas commission 
a year or more ago and is based on the same 
grounds that the rates fixed are too low. But 
even in Arkansas, where the courts upheld the 
railroads, the new rates put in effect were 


4 much lower and were uniform, and hence bet- 


ter than the rates the roads themselves had 
previously fixed. 








that he had talked with him regarding the 
case, The Indepex Oil Company is being 
congratulated both nton and Brockton 
and has gained @% j 


friends by its fear- 
less, straightfo * We have since 
secured a licen 


ge tanks in Taun- 
ton.” _ 












WOULD BAR THE RUBY, 
OIL FROM MINNESOTA 


Standard Oil Co. Makes Fight 
on Bartles Oil Co.’s 
Products 








Burning oils coiored red are to be barred 
from the state of Minnesota, if the attorney- 
general there has his way; also, it is charged, 
if the Standard Oil Company has its way, too. 

The oil aimed at particularly is the “Ruby” 


light oil of the Barties Oil Company of St. 
Paul, which has been making great inroads 
in the Standard’s business, and also the busi- 
ness of some Independents there, it is de- 
clared. The Van Tilburg Company, the 
Bartles people say, is the only Independent 
that stood by them in the fight last winter 
in the state legislature over coloring oils. In 
telling of the fight Joseph Bartles, president 
of the Bartles Oil Company, says: 


BARS ADULTERANTS. 


“The Standard Oil Company was arrayed 
against us at the recent session of the legis- 
lature to get our ‘Ruby’ oil shut out from com- 
peting with them. They think they have suc- 
ceeded, as the inspection law passed by the 
legislature provides that ‘the sale of any adul- 
terated illuminating oils or gasoline is here- 
by forbidden and prohibited, and any oils that 
present a yellowish or dark color or dirty 
appearance to the eye, may be rejected and 
disapproved for illuminating purposes.’ 

“The law takes effect July 1. They have 
consulted the attorney-general, and he will 
bring suit against us to determine whether the 
clause quoted will shut out the sale of ‘Ruby’ 
oil in the state. We take the position that 
the law does not apply to the selling of ‘Ruby’ 
oil, and we think we have evidence sufficient 
to maintain our position, but this will be a 
matter for the courts to determine. If they 
succeed in shutting out our oil I will be very 
much surprised,” 


PRESS BLAMES STANDARD. 


How the press of the state looks upon the 
fight against the red oil is told by a recent 
editorial in the St. Paul News, which says un- 
der the heading “The Sleepy Standard-Not:” 

“The Standard Oil Company is asleep at 
the switch most of the time—not. 

“It is kept so busy preventing some un- 
scrupulous railroad from sneaking up and 
stuffing rebates into its inside pocket it can 
hardly find a minute to look after its own 
business—also, perhaps two alsos, not. 

“Minnesota has a new law, which prevents 
adulterating any illuminating oil. You must 
not put into it attar of roses, whipped cream 
or chocolate sundaes. Incidentally, the office 
of the attorney-general has decided you must 
not put anything into it to color it ruby. 

“This ruby has heen the trade-mark of the . 
largest and most important competitor of the 
Standard in this section, and the blow to “its 
business, if the law stands, is serious. 

“The Daily News is not in a position to de- 
cide the question as to whether the ruby color- 
ing injuries oil or not. It has been used for 
a long time, and no one seems to have com- 
plained much but the Standard. 

“Whatever may be the truth as to this, the 
new law shows that the Standard is wide 
awake to its opportunities and always on the 
job.” 





ames A. Moffett, president of the Standard 
Oil Company of Indiana, is reported to be the 
successor of the late H. H. Rogers as vice 
president of the Standard Oil Company of New 
Jersey, and president of the National Transit 
Company. Moffett, it is said, has been paying 
particular attention to the duties of these 
offices since Rogers’ retirement from their 
active conduct two years ago. 
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ILLINOIS OFFERS BEST IN FIELD WORK 


Southeastern Ohio Also Shows Up Well But Other Territory 
Is Backward; Crude Oil Cut Hits Some 








Illinois was the center of most activity and brought in the largest new produc- 


tiorf in May, going ahead of April with more than 2,000 barrels. 


Southeastern 


Ohio was fair but Indiana and the Mid-continent fields strung along rather poorly. 


Other fields even showed a decline. 


Ten cent cut in high grade crude affected new operations in the weaker fields 
but seemed to be ignored in the better producing ones. 

Market everywhere seemed shaky, particularly in Gulf Coast, although Mid- 
continent pipe line runs showed fair increase in runs and deliveries, but the tank- 


age increased. 


California situation improved with announcement of Independent producers 
that they will build a pipe line from Bakersfield and Coalinga fields to tidewater, 
against Associated Oil Company’s plans to put in two new lines. 


Drilling continues to increase in the more prosperous fields, with plenty of | 


wildcat work in Illinois. 


Runs showed a slight increase while deliveries fell off on Eastern pipe line 


reports. 


A total of 4,660,992 barrels was run in May, averaging 150,354 a day, an 


increase of 10,000 barrels over April, but hardly up to March. The deliveries for 
May totaled 5,500,364 barrels, or a daily average of 177,431 as against 194,037 


in April. 





Pull Casing In Indiana And Kentucky Is 
Fearful Of Low Market And Losses 





Pennsylvania.—Bunch of small wells brought in 
with most of them in Clarion and Venango 
counties. No special excitement. New produc- 
tion estimated at 1,084 barrels from 436 com- 
pletions and 62 dry holes, a slight increase. 





Southeastern Ohio.—Five hundred barrel well, 
best for some time, struck near Steubenville by 
Castner Bros. Great activity with good returns, 
‘especially in Jefferson and Columbiana counties. 
Completions were 180, with 53 dry holes and 2,492 
barrels of new production, an increase of several 
hundred barrels. 





West Virginia.—Shinnstown pool attracts at- 
tention by developing more producers but still 
in limited territory. Lincoln county leads in new 
operations. New production for May, 1,800 bar- 
rels from 135 completions and 47 dry holes. 





Kentucky.—Little doing, and of that nearly 
half was dry holes. Season promises to be quiet. 
New production, 277 barrels from 22 completions 
and 9 dry holes, a slight increase. 





* Northwestern Ohio.—Falling off of nearly 200 
barrels in new production, but quite a little drill- 
ing, especially in Wood county, continues. New 
production, 480 barrels for May, completions 70 
and dry holes 6, being 16 less completions. 





Indiana.—Offers but slight increase over April, 
amounting to some 75 barrels of new production, 
which totaled 280 barrels on 26 new wells and 7 
dry holes. Pike county is busiest with the drill. 





Illinois.—Promises to lead country all summer 
in new operations and new production. Craw- 
ford and Lawrence counties are active with plenty 
of wildcat drilling elsewhere. New production 
7,681, an increase of 2,500 barrels over April, 





with 320 new wells and 45 dry holes. 


Sixty more 
completions than in April. 





Mid-continent.—Falling off encent in new gas 
wells for April, which increased from 22 in April 





ren will be put down 2,500 feet by A. R. Dough- 
erty, of Friendship, at the highest point in the 
county, on leases held by Jennings Bros. and 
John Gallaway, of Jamestown. 


THE MOST INTERESTING work of all 
fields, practically, is being doné in SOUTH- 
EASTERN OHIO. Nearly two hundred wells 
were completed in May and more than that 
many are going down. Most of the comple- 
tions were near Corning; two of them were 


for more than 100 barrels each, the Carter Oil 


Company’s No. 1 on H. Stemer’s farm, and the 
Planet Oil Company’s No. 2, on H. C. Brison’s 
place. The wells will all average up very well, 
especially near Steubenville, where Castner 
Bros. got theirs for 500 barrels and the Lee 
Oil Company, one for 200 barrels on E. E. 
McCauslin’s farm. Nearly a dozen in the near 
neighborhood will run to the 50 barrel mark. 
The Holmes Oil Company tapped the Osage 
pool in Jefferson county for 100 barrels. The 
cut in crude hasn’t made any difference to 
speak of, in this territory, as the wells are all 
good size. Things were rather quiet over 
around Bremen and New Lexington way, in 
Perry and Fairfield counties, the many stock 
companies there getting ready for drilling 
later. The Duncan Oil Company got into the 
Homeworth pool for 200 barrels, in somewhat 
advance territory which aroused considerable 
interest. The drill promises to break a few 
records in fast work here before the summer 
is over, as the field seems to be the best of 
new work located anywhere so far. 


WEST VIRGINIA HAD A SCATTERING 
of most everything the past month, including a 
fair number of gas wells, dry holes, small and 
good sized producers. The South Penn Oil 
Company landed for 50, 70 and 100 barrels in 
one, two, three order in the Shinnstown dis- 


to 56 in May. Oklahoma bore brunt -of decline. ‘trict near Mannington, and the Philadelphia 
Completions for May 405, 288 oil and 56 gas, 61} Company located two at nearly 100 barrels 


dry, and new production 15,650. 





Gulf Coast.—Large increase in new apasetenes | 


and slight increase in completions, but loss of 
8,000 barrels in new production, which is esti- 
mated at 4,340 for May; completions 72, 23 
dry. One thousand barrel increases a day in 
both production and consumption with net short- 
age of more than 2,000 barrels daily. 





California.—Nearly 200,000 barrel increase in 
production in April’ over March. Curtailment 
movement on new operations called off by failure 
of lining up all producers. New independent pipe 
line biggest feature of montb. 


THE WELLS IN DETAIL 


APPALACHIAN. 

Of some 350 wells completed in PENNSYL- 
VANIA in May not more than a dozen hardly 
amount to more than 10 barrels each and not 
fifty of them will run more than 5 barrels. 
Venango and Clarion drew most of the larger 
wells, where there was the bulk of the new 
work, and Bradford got one for 25 barrels, at 
Rew, by Howard and Hoover. Efforts are be- 
ing made to extend the Smethport pool. 
Twenty-five wells are planned this summer by 
W. W. Crittenden, of Clouderspot, on leases at 
Sartwell. New territory predicted west of 
Leesville. A test well 20 miles north of War- 











;}each. Lincoln county stood up well with good 
producers of which the United Fuel Supply 
Company, the Big Creek Devonian, Guyan and 
; South Penn Oil Companies got the pick. The 
drill is very active in proven territory with 
some scattering work outside, a little in shal- 
low sand and in Jackson county. Interest in 
prospects in Pleasant county fell when H. W. 
Dedrick failed to find either oil or gas. The 
Hamlin Oil Company found five million cubic 
feet of gas per day in Big Injun sand in Lin- 
coln county. Gibson and Co., however, took 
the palm when they brought in a well esti- 
mated at 13,000,000 cubic feet on Elm Run in 
Ritchie county, and the Columbia Gas & Elec- 
tric Company got one for 5,000,000 in Big In- 
jun in the Sheridan district. 

KENTUCKY RATHER LOST interest in 
the oil business when the cut on crude came, 
notwithstanding the fact that Independent re- 
finers are paying 3 cents above the Standard 
market for the best grades. This last, how- 
ever, had been preceded by a cut of a month 
before. With the second cut plans for much 
new work were dropped and won’t be resumed 
unless there is a rise in the market. A few 
fair wells are reported, among them one of 
some 75 barrels by Sutton Bros. in the Slick- 
ford field, Wayne county, and another of about 
the same measure not far away by Marsh & 
Woodrow. Unless something pushes the mar- 


(Continued on Page 21, Column 1.) 
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H. E. TEACHOUT BOILER WORKS | 


OIL TANKS, STILLS, SAGITATORS, CONDENSERS AND PLATE IRON WORky 
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EXTEND BREMEN FIELD 


Push New Ohio Field Through to 
New Lexington 








New Lexington, O., June 1—What is com- 
monly known as the Bremen oil field (Ohio) 
is no longer confined to the immediate vicin- 
ity of Bremen, but stretches east through 
Junction City as far as New Lexington. The 
Pike Company has recently drilled in a well 
on the county infirmary farm near New Lex- 
ington, which has been pumping from fifty to 
sixty barrels per day. A peculiar fact about 
this field is that there has never been a dry 
hole drilled on an east and west line from 
Bremen to New.Lexington. The belt varies in 
width from three to six miles and is ten miles 
long with developments still going on to the 
east. The size of the wells vary from ten to 
fifteen barrels up to 150 to 200 barrels per 
day. 

The oil is found in the Clinton sand at a 
depth of three thousand feet, and is of-the 
Pennsylvania grade, $1.68 per barrel. This 
field is nearly all operated by stock companies 
capitalized at from twenty to one .hundred 
thousand dollars. The par value of the shares 
is $25. The old Bremen Company paid 14-50 
per cent dividends in the last fourteen months. 
Their stock is now selling at $600 per share. 
The stock in a number of the companies is 
selling at $150 and $200 per share. 

GEO. A. FORGNER. 


ORGANIZE DRILLERS 


Bradford, Pa., Oil Men Plan Big 
National Association 








A national organization of oil well workers, 
contractors, drillers, tool dressers, rig build- 
ers and gas engine manufacturers, is the plan 
of enthusiastic oil men of McKean county, Pa. 

At a meeting at Hotel Holley, Bradford, Pa., 
May 28, they got the idea launched and 
partly mapped out. A second meeting has 
been called for Bradford, June 12, when it is 
hoped to finally perfect the plans. 

The oil men recognize the value of co-oper- 
ative effort in any industry or business, but 
so far in the oil well workers’ line there has 
been no effective organization. The men of 
Bradford believe that a strong and vigorous 
association can do much toward bettering their 
business and advancing their interests. 

More than a hundred oil men attended the 
preliminary meeting. James McManus, of 
Bradford, was selected temporary chairman. 
Among the suggestions made for the organi- 
zation were a sick and accident benefit fund, 
and a home for aged and retired oil men. It 
was also urged that the association be ex- 
tended on national lines. 


CALIFORNIA PRODUCTION 


Following is the production for the state 
of California for the month of April compiled 
from the most reliable sources: 








PRODUCTIONS | 


No idle tools in Illinois. 








New pool expected between Nowata and 


Claggett, Okla. 


















































demning territory because of a dry hole. Ne-| 
cessity confines them to practically the same | 
district if they want to drill any more. Results 
in older fields prove this. 





Ransom Oil Company has a curiosity in a 


rels daily, that flows in seven heads at 50 bar- 
rels each. 
of rumbling and groaning. 





eight 55,000-barrel tanks along Iron Moun- 


acre lease owned by J. A. Bell, of Pittsburg, | 
Pa. Lease still producing. 





Secret operations being carried on. for gas, | 





tear ded cg Pg lly pete 1,250,000 
TN Ms  cueoane 1,200,000 | . 
Santa Barbara county ............. 750,000 
gta I fo lie iirc 426,000 
Salt Lake & Vicinity ................ 275,000 
Fullerton & Vicinity ................ 275,000 
et 120,000 
(ee de iniyegeg Neer eter 82,000 
ON lee ence 35,000 
NED COMME A ons oor ancnaiancnrnn 24,000 
nll iim Sh i le ee 40,000 
re ee 400 

4,482,400 
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CRUDE AT WELLS. 
Prices quoted by Standard Oil Company 


pipe lines for crude delivered from wells: 


Operators not so extravagant now in con- | 


Sour Lake, Tex., well credited with 350 bar- | 


Each head is preceded by a lot | 


Fortune of nearly $300,000 represented by | 


tain road, north of Delaware, filled from 88,- | May 


| 








1909, 1908. 
Pennsylvania dark .......... bb1.$1.68 $1.78 

Failures in Mid-continent field increased by |Second sand ................04. 1.68 1.78 

97 for five months of this year over last. | Dione) (Pais. Josvics. ive coughax 1.68 1.78 
| Cabell, PEcisam « te+3a7pih <seld anies 1.22 1.32 

Cudahy Oil Company got wells for 20 and | Mercer black ................... 1.15 a 

25 barrels in Bartlesville district, Oklahoma. ‘New Cites PRslsixal. onda 1.12 1.22 
| Corning, Pa. a la Si eileen tala oe 1.04 1.14 

Four-foot vein of asphalt found by oil well | Butler, Pa. ................0048. 1.68 1.78 
drillers near West Drange, Tex., at depth of | | North OE i I a a et 94 1.04 
15 feet: [coe Lima, Oi. 55 VIR 89 99 

PEmdiane .sas ldiss scvdelesiiamude 89 99 

Drill will be put down to Bradford sand, | Princeton, Ind. ............000. 68 68 
3,200 feet, in Armstrong county gas fields in | Somerset, Ky., 32 deg. and above .80 1.00 
Pentisylvania. Dee. sicmeaenkeeiunscas .60 75 

| Casey, | | RO ene ba US EIT ee .68 .68 

Four billion dollars’ worth of oil exported | Illinois, heavy, below 30 deg.. 60 60 
in history of this country, says Senator Scott,| Kansas and Ind. Ter., 32 deg. ; 
West Virginia. | CS phat Rd AR , ae 

eee i eoneninen pe roe .28 .28 

Eleven wells out of sixteen drilled in| Corsicana, Tex., light........... .70 1.02 
Shinnstown pool in the 50-foot sand produce} Heavy .........cccececeeecees 53 70 
700 barrels daily. | SEOMTEND, . EON). cn <estns nee eb> 5S 60 

| | Humble shade tae naar aiasardtee Madea 75 70 

Kansas Natural Gas Company got eight | OWEN, FOU. cu ctcctcecencene 73 71 
gassers out of ten wells in May, near Inde-|Sour Lake, Tex. ................ - 75 70 
pendence, Kans. | Jennings, BMC. Shen dh< Sota 54 .67 

SENN is on siden emus cded, cada: 52 .67 

World’s petroleum production today 900,000 | SIL sy icb sue pstantnnte teeny 75 70 
barrels daily of which United States furnishes | Batson ....................0000 73 67 
600,000 barrels. | Dayton eewee nae’ ra pasb mele dant heii .67 .60 

| Los Angeles, Cal TEP E mete ty we 85 db. 

In Turkey Rock district, Wayne county, | Santa BOMRIO sl  vidinikins }bk We o6is 1.00 ‘ 
Ky., 200-barrel well is considerably in advance | | NE as cid’ teop aides denned 60 is 
of proven territory. Coalinga ont ten camendemndthibe dems .60 ‘ 

Canadian Oil: 

T. H. Bowlus and John Woods are getting | Petrolea obeteetedeactteteszee. 1.34 1.34 
good lubricating oil direct from the ground,| Oil springs, less pipeage ...... 1.51 1.41 
says lola, Kan., dispatch. | REFINED—JOBBING LOTS. 

In barrels, pkgs. included. 

Mt. Calvary Oil & Gas Company’s No. 4, on | 130 fire test, S. W...........46. —@ 11% 
Mt. Calvary cemetery lot, near Steubenville, | 150 fire test, Ws Wi... 2. cee —@ 12% 
O., came in for 50 barrels. in bulk from tanks........ —@ 9 

200 Gee 2008 odo dniningincotaieewe ocd 13 @ 13% 

Provincial Gas Company, Canada, sunk | Jobbing Lots, 
$25,000 into a 3,000-foot hole hunting for gas | | Naphtha, PE ictaentsniioniics dariats —@ 12% 
in the marsh south of St. Catharines. |Naphtha, V. M. & P. deod...... —@ il 

—— | Gasoline—86 deg. .............. —@ 21% 

Standard Oil Company says new pool near} Stove .........ccseeeceeeecees —@ 13% 
Steubenville, O., that gave a gusher of 500/ 
barrels, should soon produce 1,000 barrels | EXPORTS 
daily. By Ports From January 1 to June 4 of 

Eighteen hundred and sixty wells es Both Years, in Sonal 1908. 
drilled in Mid-continent field for first five | 
months of this year, as against 1,259 for the | Philadelphia eee bene yg ic ppp hye te 
same time last year. RMNON An Yes: <nynior 106,051 176,451 

Fifth sand on Shinn farm, West Virginia, | | New. Orteane REA SRAL “F 9312338 eins 
failed to show oil under tests of South Penn | San Pramcioco on 43,793 033 52178251 
Oil Company. Another test nearby went | : = Re are 5 4. be ag 
srwet cam udecrepetcyna dire! ne Grand. totals .....0:: 567,989,523 658,314,905 





EASTERN PIPE LINE RUNS... 
|Including All Fields West as Far as Indiana 
and Standard’s Illinois Oil, 





Total to June 1 from April 30: 





| Ruse: icalius? caits. cepadihioas tebe 4,660,992 bbls. 
Deliweriee : sisi dere oki 6 Wetaioadt. ah 5,500,364 bbls. 
MID-CONTINENT RUNS. 
Aprile sis Ud. LVF Oba 3,323,895 bbls. 
PRiae SUIT alta VOR 26, 3,532,595 bbls. 
DELIVERIES. © 
pAgeil «i2). .cred 2), Seek 8 3,231,918 bbls. 
GN A, 2200 Le FES 3,374,895 bbls. 
PUT IN TANKS. 
| April (not .complete) .......... ‘91,975 bbls. 
{May is Bul evep la. 30. Fy. 103 157,760: bbls. 





STOCKS TO JUNE. 





particularly in Elk township, Warren county, | Prairie COOH a TG BU AS 2314 40,703,036 bbis. 
Pa. Standard Oil Company’ said to be seek-| Gulf Co. siiraigiile.. a 4,978,220 bbls. 
ing better supply to carry out its’ lighting con- Texas Cai? G8 eb AT = oh be 1,606,500 bbls. 
tracts with nothern Pennsylvania cities; ent Este ted. 

especially Jamestown. 3 | Total pid 4 ee 47 287,756. bbls. 
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ANTICLINAL THEORY DOESN’T EXPLAIN 


PETROLEUM IN SEWICKLY SQUARE 


That the oil pools in the Hundred-foot sand of the Sewickly quadrangle—located north 
of Pittsburg—cannot be accounted for by the so-called anticlinal theory or the difference in 
specific gravity of oil and salt water, is the conclusion drawn by Malcolm J. Munn, an ex- 
pert on petroleum and natural gas with the U. S. Geological Survey. Mr. Munn makes 
this assertion in the first of a series of articles on oil and gas, which has just been issued. 


“While this factor. doubtless had its effect, 
lateral movement through difference in gravity 
alone was so limited as to be no con- 
sequence,” continues Mr. Munn. “What is 
said of the Hundred-foot sand may, in a less 
positive way, be said of the pools in other 
sands of this area, and also of all pools found 
under similar conditions throughout the entire 
Appalachian region. Since the pools in the 
Hundred-foot sand of the Sewickley quad- 
rangle are examples where the idea of ac- 
cumulation through difference in specific grav- 
ity of oil and salt water probably does not 
apply, to such an extent may we also ques- 
tion its application to any oil pools, no matter 
where they may be. 

“That structure is an important factor in 
determining the position of many oil pools 
cannot be denied, but that it is the most im- 
portant and the controlling factor can by no 
means be so easily proven. As an agent of 
transportation, water should be accredited 
with much, if not all, of the work, but in what 
way water has accomplished these results is 
still an open question. It is very probable that 
in some cases this was through difference in 
specific gravity of oil and water; in others 
through the action of moving water driven by 
hydraulic (not hydrostatic) pressure; in still 
others, the water doubtless traveled by capil- 
larity. To the writer's mind, by far the most 
potent and wide-spread agent of transporta- 
tion and accumulation of oil and gas, is moving 
water, under both hydraulic and capillary 
pressure. With the most favorable circum- 
stances local lateral movement by difference 
of gravity of oil and water might have taken 


place, but ordinarily this force was probably 
barely sufficient to produce vertical movement. 


STRUCTURAL FACTOR GIVES CLEW 
TO THE PRODUCERS FOR DRILLING. 


“The structural factor of accumulation is of 
great economic value, since it affects, within 
certain limitations, the position of oil and gas 
pools, and therefore, in many instances, gives 
a valuable clew to the location of pools in 
advance of the drill. In a purely theoretical 
sense it is a substantial nucleus of truth, 
around which, with great care and much pa- 
tience, we must group, one by one, the other 
necessary parts of this most interesting geo- 
logic puzzle, before a satisfactory explanation 
of all the phenomena involved can be made.” 

In opening his discussion Mr. Munn says 
that he intends to discuss the “application of 
the anticlinal theory in explanation of con- 
crete examples of oil and gas accumulations, 
and to present such criticisms of the theory 
as the facts seem to justify. The object is to 
select, as far as practicable, examples that rep- 
resent well known types of pools in order to 
bring to bear upon the theory, tests more 
nearly analogous to those used by practical 
oi} men.” He then describes the Sewickley 
quadrangle and its geology, pointing out that 
fully 90 per cent of its oil producing areas are 
on the crests or well up the slopes of the anti- 
clines and that the basins are remarkably bar- 
tren of oil and gas. The quadrangle has 226 
square miles and some 2,000 deep wells which 
go through the most important bed, the Hun- 
dred-foot sand. 


of 


» 





OIL POOLS UNDOUBTEDLY ARE 
ACCUMULATIONS, SAYS MUNN. 


“In beginning, it does not seem possible to 
seriously question the assumption that these 
pools are accumulations. The fact that they 
fill, at a high pressure, soft streaks of a pure 


(which is proportional to the viscosity of the 
'oil) and both static and kinetic friction. Of 
| these, molecular repulsion prevents diffusion 
jand tends to force the less plentiful oil par- 
ticles into spherical globules, in which shape 
\the viscosity of the oil exerts its maximum 
| Strength against movement through the water- 
\logged pores of the sandstone. It is reason- 
able to suppose that a large percentage of the 
globules when formed are of sufficient size to 
envelop one or more sand grains and to com- 
pletely fill the interstices between two or more 
grains, but that the total amount of oil at one 
place is exceedingly small. Under such con- 
ditions the adhesion of oil to the walls of the 
capillaries and the molecular cohesion of oil 
particles around the grains would offer rela- 
| tively enormous resistance to any movement. 


| “While it is not possible with the data now 





. . , | available to present unquestionable mathemat- 
quartz sandstone and conglomerate in which | 


ical proof that oil could not have traveled by 


no indications of organic material occur, and | difference in specific gravity through the Hun- 


that the pools have a definite structural group- | 


ing, which it is not probable that they would 
have if indigenous to the pay streaks, seem 
to be sufficient proof that the pools are ac- 


cumulations. If the oil is not indigenous it 


must have reached the porous lenses by travel- 
ing a greater or less distance through the finer 
grained, less porous sandstone which encloses 
them. According to Griswold’s interpretation 


of the anticlinal theory we may assume that 
all the oil is indigenous to the Hundred-foot 
sand and that no part of it has come from the 
shales above and below. This assumption the 
writer believes to be far from the truth, since 
almost all the evidence collected by geologists 
points to the shale as the ultimate source of 
the oil. Eliminating this possibility, however, 
and granting that the oil by some mysterious 
means has come to be in the sandstone, it will 
be seen that its movement has been downward 
through the direct action of gravity where une 
sand was dry, and upward through. difference 
in weight of oil and water where the sand 
was saturated with water. Not considering the 
fact that water is now found in the pay streaks, 
the first way may be at once discarded be- 
cause a large per cent of the oil is confined 
to the anticlines, in which cases there are no 
steeper dips or higher drainage areas avail- 
able as a source for it. 

“If we assume that this oil has been trans- 
ported to the pay streaks by difference in grav- 
ity of oil and water, to provide a sufficient 
catchment area, we must also grant that it has 
traveled laterally through the surrounding 
sandstone for considerable distances where the 
sand has a maximum dip of not more than one 
foot in fifty feet, and an average dip of prob- 
ably about one foot in seventy-five feet. Crude 
petroleum from this sand has a specific grav- 
ity of about 0.7977, pure water being 1.0000. 
The specific gravity of the salt water with 
which the oil is associated is 1.0623, the dif- 
ference in specific gravity of water and oil be- 
ing 0.2646 or about 30 per cent of the total 
weight of the oil. This is, therefore, the 
maximum force that a globule of oil can exert 
upward under hydrostatic pressure. At the 
maximum dip of one foot to fifty feet the 
force available for movement along the dip 
is calculated to be about .0067 of the weight 
of the globule of oil. This is the available 
free force which advocates of the hydrostatic 
idea of oil accumulation consider sufficient to 
bring together under enormous pressure large 
pools of oil and gas. Since this is the crux of 
the whole question of accumulation by differ- 
ence in specific gravity of oil and water, it 
justifies minute examination. 

MANY FORCES OPPOSING THIS 
UPWARD MOVEMENT FAIL. 

“Those favoring this idea doubtless believe 
that the available force for movement along 
the dip as given above, has no _ counter- 
baleniioe force opposing it. There are, in 
reality, several constant forces that act in op- 


positiog to this movement. Some of these are: 
moleet repulsion of oil and water; capillary 
adhesion; ipterstitial molecular cohesion 


dred-foot sand under the conditions known in 
the Sewickley quadrangle, it may be shown 
that such movement is highly improbable, and 
that the opposing forces would undoubtedly 
be much greater than that available for mo- 
tion through difference in gravity of oil and 
salt wattr. 


“Griswold recognizes the ability of friction 
to prevent movement. In the above quotation 
he says: ‘Here the oil and gas will remain if 
the porous stratum be perfectly level, but if it 
has a dip sufficient to overcome the friction 
the particles of oil and gas will gradually move 
up the slope.’ 


“What dip, then, is necessary to overcome 
friction in oil-bearing sands of average 
porosity? There are few, if any, places in the 
1,200 square miles of territory examined by the 
writer in Pennsylvania where the dips of the 
oil-bearing strata exceed 200 feet to the mile, 
or approximately 1 foot in 26 feet. The aver- 
age dip of the sands over the possible catch- 
ment areas will not exceed 75 feet per mile. 
It is probably between 50 and 60 feet, or 1 
foot to approximately 100 feet. For some very 
large pools the catchment area of the oil- 
bearing sand has a dip of less than 30 feet to 
the mile for considerable distances on all sides 
of the pools. This gives a dip of 1 foot in 
about 175 feet. In small areas of a square mile 
or less that enclose pools the dip is even less 
than this. 

IRREGULARITIES MIGHT OVERCOME 
THE DIPS AND HOLD THE OIL. 

“Advocates of movement by difference of 
gravity of oil and salt water, must therefore 
assume that the minimum dip necessary to 
overcome friction is less than 1 foot in 175 
feet. According to the figures given above this 
would furnish free force for movement equal 
to about .00187 of the weight of the oil. It 
seems reasonable to suppose that irregularities 
in the top of the oil-bearing sands due, among 
other possible causes, to unequal deposition, 
would make local reverses of dip in the roof 
of the sandstone of such magnitude as to re- 
strict movement by difference of gravity to 
very small catchment basins of, at most, only 
a few acres in extent. Also the supply of oil 
reaching the roof of the sandstone at any 
given point would doubtless be very small, and 
the accumulated supply along any line of mo- 


|tion very probably would not be sufficient to 


fill up and override these irregularities in the 
roof of the sandstone. 


“Regardless of first impressions the positions 
of the oil pools in the Hundred-foot sand of 
the Sewickley quadrangle do not support the 
view that the accumulations have been made 
through difference in specific gravity of the oil 
and salt water. If such movements were pos- 
sible under these conditions, what is to pre- 
vent all the oil from collecting at the top of 
the sand or in the topmost pay streaks, leaving 
the lower ones to salt water exclusively. The 
fact is that there is no perceptible difference 
in the ratio of water to oil in the pay streaks at 
the top and at the bottom of the sand. A 
lower pay streak may frequently be found to 








(Continued on Page 21, Column 1.) 
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Western Fields Show Good And Steady Production 


(Continued from Page 18, Column 3.) 


ket up the field promises to decline pretty 
steadily during the rest of the season. 


LIMA-INDIANA. 
NOTWITHSTANDING THE  ABAN- 
DONMENT of nearly 125 wells in the old 
LIMA FIELD, there are almost half as many 
drills at work in Wood county alone, which 
shows the faith the operators have in getting 


large enough oilers to more than break even 
with the present market. About the best wells 
brought in belong to the Ohio Oil Company, 
and they were credited for 25 and 50 in Wood 
county. The wild cat work, which, however, 
has been rather conservative, is even getting 
into Delaware county, where in Porter town- 
ship, the Porter-Kingston Oil Company is 
hopefully at work with a drill. The lowering 
of the price of crude hits the prospective work 
in this field, too. 


THE CHIEF OCCUPATION nowadays in 
the INDIANA FIELD is reported to be haul- 
ing up casing and selling it at second hand. 
Wells county suffered particularly in this re- 
gard in May. The new work is reported to be 
very small and principally in Pike county. At- 
tention is centered in the southwestern sec- 
tion where it is hoped the drill will find some- 
thing that didn’t happen to get under Illinois. 


ILLINOIS. 

THE NEW PRODUCERS were all good 
and steady at from 10 to 50 barrels each with 
quite a number of very good ones. The 
Bridgeport Oil Company drew two of nearly 
200 barrels in Lawrence county during May, 
while Crawford county showed up with quite a 
few better than 100 barrels which were scat- 
tered among the larger oil companies. This, 
with plenty of drilling, is indicative of how the 
field will go this summer. There also are pros- 
pects of new development in various sections 
over the state, it being reported that more 
than 25 wild cat drills are at work now. The 
total production of the field is running close 
to 100,000 barrels a day. 


‘ruary was kept a secret until they bought and 





MID-CONTINENT. 

THE KANSAS AND OKLAHOMA (fields 
are getting down to the ordinary hum-drum 
life of an old field which is still keeping up a 
good pace. May’s slight decline in new pro- 
duction will be made up before the summer is 
over. The wells that are coming in are for 
safe amounts of 25 and 50 barrels, while over | 
in the Childers district they run 100 to 200 
easily and very regularly. The field may be 
quiet, but so long as it keeps a-going this way 
the oil world won’t lose interest in it alto- 
gether. 


‘OKLAHOMA OPERATORS are still in 
hopes that the Standard will hurry and get its 
proposed new pipe line through to its new 
Baton Rouge refinery in a short time, but as 
the refinery is said to have been put there as 
a strategic move to handle Mexican crude, 
they may continue to be disappointed. 

SMITH & SWAN brought in their second 
well on the new location five miles northeast 
of Henryetta, Okla., during the month. A big 
crowd of people turned out to see it shot, but 
the well bridged over. Later this was drilled 
out and she is said to have run 170 barrels by 
morning. This oil is of 39.7 gravity and was 
found in a clear white sand at 1,985 feet. The 
first well sunk here by Smith & Swan last Feb- 


leased some 5,000 nearby acres. 

THE GULF AND TEXAS companies are 
going in for their own production now on a 
good-sized scale all over the southwest field. 


GULF COAST. 
THE GULF COAST CONTINUES to de- 
cline in new production, although there is con- 
siderable drilling going on in the Caddo field 
by the Gulf Refining Company and other large 
companies, including the Busch-Evertt people, 
who are seeking gas. But despite the new 
operations, it is considered doubtful if they 
will swell the total much. Texas fields are in 
the same category, the only interest being at 
Sour Lake and a few scattering wells that are 
drilling, but there is nothing of any very great 
promise as yet. The principal interest is the 
market, which showed an improvement with 
the falling off in the production in the past 
year, and although it is now up around 80 
cents, there is talk of its going a bit higher, 
but if anything the market is not strong 
enough for that. New low freight rates on 
fuel oil from Oklahoma fields has affected it. 


CALIFORNIA. 

THE INDEPENDENT agencies are al- 
ready at work on their pipe line to the coast. 
With its being O. K.’d by the agencies a few 
weeks ago, the leaders began ordering mate- 
rial. Four 55,000 barrel tanks are now said to 
be en route to Coalinga and others will follow 
to take care of 2 total of some 300,000 or more 
barrels of storage against the opening of the 
pipe line in the fall. The necessary pipe for 
the line also has been purchased. Although 
there is considerable new work doing in the 
fields, the attention of the whole Pacific Coast 
oil world is centered on the enterprising pro- 








They are getting options on leases in this 
field, against a future rise in the value of west- 
ern oil and reported consequent reduction in 
eastern oil. The Gulf has-paid $150,000 for 
W. H. Roesser’s Ethel Oil Company, which 
has a 60 acre lease and 1,000 barrels of pro- 
duction. 

GULF PIPE LINE COMPANY quoted 33 
cents, an advance of 3 cents, on Glenn crude, 
May 25. The Gulf Company, it is reported, 
will increase the power on its eight inch pipe 
line to the coast and double the line’s capacity, 
making it about 30,000 barrels a day. 





ducers and their pipe line. The question of 
just who is putting up the real cash is also be- 
|ing discussed and some new guesses that it’s 
jthe Western Pacific Railroad, now building, 
|have been made, but around Coalinga way the 
| Union Oil Company is still being credited with 
| fathering the scheme in a financial way. 

| KERN RIVER district is showing further 
decline to the satisfaction of most oil men, as 
this field with its shallow sand was held re- 
sponsible for low prices. The deeper Coalinga 
field is considered good for much more work 
and will also keep the prices up at a fair figure. 





(Continued from Page 20, Column 3.) 
furnish a greater per cent of oil to water than 
another located above. 


anticlinal theory we are forced to assume that 
the great pressure (600 Ibs. per square inch) 
of the oil, gas, and water in the pay streaks 


comes primarily from the pressure of gas in- | 


digenous to the pay streaks and formed sub- 
sequent to the accumulation of oil. 


ized, since if the oil is free to move into the 
pay streaks at a pressure of about .0067 of its 
















weight, the gas should much more easily flow 
out and dissipate its pressure throughout the 
whole sandstone. 

“The facts brought out by a study of the 
Hundred-foot sand in the Sewickley quad- 
rangle are corroborated by those of such of 
the other sands as afford reliable data for 
comparison. Because of a lack of facts rela- 
tive to the pools in the Fifth, Fourth and 
Thirty-foot sands, they will not be considered, 
though, so far as these facts go, they are in 
the main corroborative. 

POOLS SHOW NO DEFINITE RE- 
LATION TO THE STRUCTURE. 

“The Moon, Coropolis, Mt. Nebo, Sandle 
and Wildwood pools furnish all the oil found 
in the Third, or Gordon sand, except a small 
pool on the southern edge of the quadrangle, 
one or two wells in the Ingomar pool, and a 


few wells in the vicinity of Perryville pool., 


These are the only pools that show no definite 
relation to structure. The Wildwood, Sandle, 
and Mt. Nebo pools produce little or no salt 
water with the oil. The Coropolis pool has 


“If we accept Griswold’s statement of the | 


It is diffi- | 
cult to see how such a pressure can be local- | 





'salt water with the oil in wells along the 
|southeast edge, and more or less salt water in 
the gas wells in this sand on the Crow’s Run 
Anticline to the northwest of the oil-producing 
area. The behavior of the salt water on the 
southeastern side of this pool is quite different 
from that found in the Hundred-foot sand. 
Here the salt water increases in quantity and 
head with the life of the well. Those that at 
first produce oil exclusively, sooner or later 
show a little salt water. This gradually in- 
creases in quantity and head with pumping 
until the well produces salt water and no oil. 
In this pool the water is slowly traveling to- 
ward the northwest, drowning the oil pool as 
it goes. This, at first, seems the logical con- 
clusion to be drawn from Griswold’s statement 
of the Anticlinal Theory, but when we learn 
that the Imperial Oil pool in this sand, which 
lies off the quadrangle less than three miles to 
the south of the Coropolis pool, and down an 
unbroken dip from it, has shown litle or no salt 
water in the Third sand, the problem takes 
on a new aspect. Test wells between these 
pools report the Third sand present in all of 
the records received, but few of them make 
any statement regarding water conditions, so 
it is impossible to determine the southern 
limit of the salt water area. From the wells 
of the Moon pool an increasing amount of salt 
water is pumped with the oil from year to 
year. 

“The wells of the Craig and Davis pools flow 
oil and gas from the Boulder sand. This sand 
is also productive in the Grubbs pool, which 
is the pool on the crest of the Brush Creek 





Geologist Doubts That Salt Water Forced Up Oil 


Anticline to the northwest of the Mt. Nebo 
pool. It also is oil-bearing in the pool to the 
northeast of the Crider pool. At no place, to 
the writer’s knowledge, has salt water been 
found in the sand. Two out of the four pools 
mentioned, are located squarely on the Brush 
Creek Anticline, the Davis and Craig pools are 
near the axes of flat synclines. Most of the 
wells in this sand flowed oil and gas when first 
| drilled in, but only the two last named pools 
and a.few scattered wells continue to do so. 

| “It will be seen that all the accumulations 
'found in the Snee sand, of which the Duff City 
|and Crider pools are the most prominent, oc- 
|cur at or near the top of the Brush Creek 
| Anticline. This sand is considered to be dry 
|by drillers, who, so far as can be determined, 
|have found no water in it. 





| 
| 








| “In all instances the pools of oil seem to be 
| 


limited by the extent of the pay streaks in 
which they occur, with the exception of the 
Moon and Coropolis pools, where a portion of 
the pay streaks is occupied by salt water ex- 
clusively. It may be seen, from the above 
brief outline, that the evidence as a whole is 


decidedly against the idea that these pools 
could have been accumulated by difference in 
gravity of oil and salt water. 


“It seems safe to say, with as much positive- 
ness as is warranted in any case involving cir- 
cumstantial geologic evidence, that the oil 
pools in the Hundred-foot sand of the Sewick- 
ley quadrangle have not been accumulated 





through difference of specific gravity of oil 
and salt water.” 
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Rumors Against Gulf And Texas 
Companies Are Aired Before Court 


Memphis Producer Brings Charges That-Standard Oil Co. Controls 
Them And Tried To Wreck His Company 


The more or less frequent rumors that the 
Standard Oil Company controls the Texas and 
Gulf Refining companies are now being in- 
vestigated before a Louisiana court. So far 
the court has not relished the general charges 
made against these three companies, and has 
sustained the demand that they be made more 
specific, and that overt acts be shown, if it 
is wished to show a general conspiracy. 

The charges were made by Peter P. Van 
Fleet, of Memphis, Tenn., who sues for the 
appointment of a receiver over the affairs of 
the Evangeline Oil Company that operates a 
pipe line from the Jennings oil field to Butte 
La Rose in Louisiana. He got a temporary 
injunction restraining the officiers of the 
Evangeline company from disposing of any 
of its property, pending a final hearing. He 
said that the officers were then about to meet 
with the stockholders at Jersey City, N. J., 
to complete the “wrecking” of the company. 

STANDARD DENIES IT. 

The case, which is in the District Court at 
Lake Charles, La., promises to last until the 
middle of June at least. 

The Van Fleet charges were denied by the 
Standard Oil Company in a statement issued 
by William P. Howe, assistant treasurer of 
the New Jersey corporation. Howe alleges 
that the Standard has no interests or control 
over the Texas or Gulf companies, nor the 
Southwestern company, which Van Fleet said 
took over the business. 

Fleet charges in his lengthy petition that 


the Texas company and the Gulf Refining | the Park-Davis Drug 


Company have obtained control of a majority 
of the stock of the Evangeline Oil Company; 
that they put in a dummy board of directors; 
that they formed the Southwestern Company 
of New Jersey as a holding company for 
Evangeline stock; and that they are engaged 
in a conspiracy to dissipate the assets and 
destroy the property of the Evangeline Oil 
Company. 
ACCUSES STANDARD. 

Van Fleet further asserts that these con- 

spiring companies are dominated by the 





Standard Oil Company of New Jersey, and 
that the object of the conspiracy is to enable 
it to dominate the oil and mineral products 
of the state of Louisiana. 


He charges that contracts have been made 
with the Texas company and the Gulf Re- 
fining Company to the great injury and dis- 
advantage of the Evangeline Oil Company; 
that those companies have been given monop- 
olistic control of the Evangeline Oil Com- 
pany’s pipe line from the Jennings oil field to 
the Atchafalaya and the Mississippi, one of its 
most valuable assets; that the directors have 
conveyed the Evangeline Oil Company’s $500,- 
000 refinery at Port Neches, Tex., to the Texas 
Company for $65,000; that they have sold oil 
at 40 cents, when the market price was 70 
cents, and that they circulated false reports 
about the company to injure its credit and 
standing. 

He states that since their induction into 
power in March, 1906, the directors have de- 
pleted its movable assets more than $1,000,- 
000; that a million barrels of oil have been 
unaccounted for, and that they have inflicted 
a loss in excess of $3,000,000. He asserts that 
under its original directorate the company 
paid a regular dividend of 2 per cent a month 
on its $1,250,000 capital. 


NAMES DAVIDSON. 

One of the first depositions read at the trial 
on behalf of Van Fleet was that of W. H. 
Holden, of Detroit, Mich., superintendent of 
Company. Holden said 
that he had gone to Pittsburg and talked to 
W. L. Mellon, who also had a deposition in, 
about disposing of his stock in the Evangeline 
company before it was all gone. Holden al- 
leges that on three occasions he met George 
S. Davidson in the general offices of the Gulf 
Refining Company in Pittsburg, and one time 
found him in apparent control of the affairs of 
the company at a directors’ meeting at Plain- 
field, N. J. Holden also said that the charter 
of the Evangeline Company was kept at 15 
Exchange Place, Jersey City, N. J. 





OIL FUEL ON WARSHIPS 





Navy Department Makes Provision | 


For Petroleum on New Vessels 





The New York Sun’s Washington bureau 
recently sent out the following on oil as a 
fuel on warships: 


The navy department is making an investi- 
gation for the purpose of devising some sys- 
tem for the purchase and storing of fuel oil, 
which will probably be used extensively in the 
navy. The new battleships, and other war 
craft which will be built from now on, will 
be equipped so that oil may be used for fuel. 
The ships will not be fitted for the exclusive 
use of oil, but enough burners will be put in 
to run the ship if oil can be procured, with 
provision for coal if oil is not available. 


While experiments are being made and 
plans. devised for the use of oil, there is but 
a small chance that any ship will ever, or at 
least not for many years, be equipped for the 
exclusive use of oil, because it will be impos- 
sible to send a vessel so equipped on any very 
long cruise. Oil cannot be purchased every- 
where, while coal is easily obtained almost 





anywhere. The British government recently 
constructed some torpedo vessels with oil 
burners. The system worked well enough, but 
oil was so hard to obtain that the boats were 
altered so as to use coal. 


An agent of the department has been sent 
into Pennsylvania to make an investigation, and 
there is a provision for the purchase of oil in 
the latest estimates of the navy department. 
The two battleships authorized by the last 
Congress, plans for which are almost com- 
pleted and bids for which will be opened next 
month, will use oil for fuel to some extent, 
as will the torpedo boats authorized by the 
last Congress. The navy has been experiment- 
ing with fuel oil on the monitor Cheyenne, 
and has produced satisfactory results, 


The vessel, on a high power trial trip, has 
been able to make a higher rate of speed than 
with coal, and her steaming radius of 1,500 
miles with coal has been increased to 2,300 
miles with oil. The oil is used in a gaseous 
state. 





Major J. R. Graham, London, Eng., died 
at Chatham, Ont., Can., last month, while on 
a trip of inspection to oil fields for East Til- 
bury Oil Fields, Ltd. Major Graham directed 
pioneer oil work for English capital in Indian 
territory and also Wyoming. 





REDUCES SUPPLY RATES 


td 
Interstate Commerce Commission 


Orders Cuts on Well Equipment 








Reduction of freight rates on oil well sup- 
plies from Fishers, Ind., to Bartlesville, Okla., 
was ordered by the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission in a decision delivered May 10. The 
reduction is from the old through rate of 74 
cents per hundred pounds to a combination of 
the locals on St. Louis of 58% cents per hun- 
dred. 


The complaint was brought by Henry M. 
Gilchrist, of Bartlesville, March 22 of this year. 
He alleged that on a shipment of one carload 
of oil well supplies and pipe, weight 49,200 


pounds, via the Lake Erie & Western, Chicago, © 


Peoria & St. Louis and the M. K. & T. roads, 
he was charged $367.08 freight on the basis of 
the through rate. The locals from Fishers to 
St. Louis and the latter point to destination 
were 13% cents and 45 cents a hundred. 

In addition to ordering the reduction of the 
rate, the commission fixed a refund of $79.26 
to Gilchrist. 


TO HONOR COL.DRAKE 


Oil Men’s Association of Penna., 
Plans a Memorial Program 











The Oil Men’s Association of Western 
Pennsylvania will celebrate Col. Drake’s dis- 
covery of oil at Titusville, fifty years ago 
August 28th, at their twenty-third annual con- 
vention at Conneaut Lake, Pa., August 5th. 
Although the celebration will not: be held at 
the historic well, yet the program being ar- 
ranged for the Conneaut Lake celebration will 
pay particular attention to Col. Drake and the 
fiftieth anniversary of the oil business in this 
country. 

The celebration is in charge of James W. 
McKee, president of the association; E. L. 
Wasson, M. D., vice president; C. H. Oliver, 
chairmar of the executive committee, and C. 


R. Wattson, secretary and treasurer, of Butler, 
Pa. 


CAN’T BIND OUTSIDERS 


California Producers Unable to 
Bring About a Shut-Down 








As the shut down in the Mid-Continent field 
became a myth so has the one in California 
oil fields. In both cases the producers outside 
the various producers’ associations and asso- 
ciation influence, refused to abide by the shut- 
down plan and thereby killed them both. 


The producers of the Coalinga and Kern 
county agencies in California, May 24, voted 
not to shut down on new operations, although 
the campaign for a shut down had brought 
about a slight curtailment of operations. The 
producers counted noses and found that more 
were outside their membership than in, and 
that these were planning to take down all the 
profit possible by reason of the other man’s 
shutting down. 





They are looking for a whole lake of oil— 
about the size of Lake Erie—down in the 
southeastern part of Ohio, according to the 
latest press agent reports that come via some 
Columbus oil stock exchanges. The press agent 
has it that “geologists” have reported that 
“prospectors are likely to find a great cavern 
or subterranean lake of oil under the present 
wells. Many new wells are being sunk and 


old ones are being deepened in attempts to 
tap this lake.” 
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NEGROES WANT THEIR 
MONEY GIVEN BACK 


Claim Their Ignorance of oil| 
Business Was Taken Advantage 
of by White Manager 








The Biack Diamond Development Company, 
whose stockholders are said to be influential 
Chicago negroes, have sued Fred A. Westcott, 
former manager of the company, in the courts 
at Chanute, Kan., for $9,187.33, which they 
claim he held out on them in the sale of their 
gas to the Kansas Natural Gas Company. 

The plaintiffs ask that the Kansas Natural 
Gas Company be restrained from paying any 
more money to Westcott, and that the sale of 


the gas to the Kansas Natural be set aside, 
alleging that it was entered into by misrepre- 
sentation. 


The negroes allege, in their petition, that 
Westcott interested them in the gas business, 
got their leases on 640 acres, which now have 
fourteen gas wells, across the Neosho river 
east of Chanute, Kan., and organized the 
Black Diamond Company October 15, 1905. 
After developing the gas the stockholders 
allege that Westcott reported to them that the 
Kansas Natural offered the only market and 
that it refused to buy from a corporation. So, 
they say, on his suggestion, they sold their gas 
to him and he in turn sold it to the Kansas 
Company at 1% cents a thousand feet, two | 
pound pressure. Delivery of gas began June | 
25, 1907, and up to December 1, 1908, they say | 
there was paid Westcott by the Kansas Nat- 
ural $19,342.62 while, they say, Westcott paid | 
them only $10,155.22. When they discovered | 
this, they discharged Westcott. The charge 
is also made by them that Westcott collected 
$100 a month for six months for a super- 
intendent not in his employ. In February of 
this year they relieved Westcott of his duties 
as secretary and manager. 

The plaintiffs allege that Westcott advised 
against their coming to Chanute at any time 
to investigate their holdings and business, on 
the ground that the people were prejudiced 
against negroes. No statement has yet been 
made by Westcott as to his side of the case. 


BRADFORD OBJECTS TO 
TOWN-LOT OPERATIONS 











The town of Bradford, Pa., is protesting 
against the development of town lot wells and 
after the present wells drilling are shot, it is 
expected that the city authorities will shut 
down on such operations. Recently 244 resi- 
dents petitioned the council to enact an ordi- 
nance prohibiting town lot drilling, alleging 
that it is a danger to the city when shot. Mayor 
Hoffman put a ban on the work but finally de- 
cided to allow wells already started to be shot 
if the explosive is not brought in through the 


STEPHEN FINK, OIL MAN, 
JUMPS BEFORE TRAIN 


Stephen Fink, oil man, reported to have 
ended his life at Indiana, Pa., May 27, by 
throwing himself in front of a train. He was 
a member of the Oil City Oil Exchange in 
former years and ran a machine shop for oil 
well tools at Washington, Pa., until ten years 
ago, when. he traveled over ‘the world for the 
Standard Oil Company. 





DISCOVER MERCURY AT 
185 FEET IN KANSAS 





Ellinwood, Kansas, reports, the finding of 
quicksilver at a depth of 185 feet by a weN 
driller. Some mineral experts say it’s mercury. 
The only mercury produced in any quantity in 
‘this country isin California, but the world’s 
‘supply comes from Russia and’ Spain. The 


SETTLE DISPUTE ON 
NEVADA OIL LAND 


Great Western Oil Company Will 
Proceed With Drilling on 
New Territory 





pute over the title to land on the island in 
Mono Lake, near Carson City, Nev., and drill- 
ing for oil will be renewed. 

' The Great Western Oil Company which is 
putting down the hole, expects to get good 
results. It is said that at 350 feet a good 
showing of oil was found but this was cased 
off, and denied, pending settlement of the title 
dispute. The well was put down to 1,600 feet 
with the indications getting better, it is re- 
ported. 


Now a four-inch well will be put down to 
the first oil strata by the Great Western to 











Kansas deposit was found on the farm of 
Jacob Thul, three miles north of Ellinwood. 





ASPHALT TRUST REPORTED 
AFTER CALIFORNIA OUTPUT 





The asphalt trust is reported to have a 
scheme on foot to buy up large supplies of 
California asphalf, ship it to New York by 
water and then unload it on the market in a 


hurry so as to “get even” with the California 
asphalt men for demanding a protective duty 
against foreign asphalt. 

John Mack, head of the General Asphalt 
Company, the alleged trust, put in consider- 
able time, and it is, reported money, too, in 
California in May, on asphalt. 


JOHN D,, Jr.. TOURS OIL 
FIELDS WITH OFFICIALS 








John D. Rockefeller, Jr., and heads of the 
Standard Oil Company made a tour of the 
country, inspecting their oil properties, during 
the last two weeks of May. They visited all 
the fields and inspected not only the field work 
but also the principal stations. It was stated 
that this was the regular visit the company’s 
officials planned to make every few years. 

In the party, in addition to John D., Jr., and 
the various local officials picked up enroute, 
were: J. E. Smith, New York, head of the 
fuel 6il department; James Kerr, Marshall, IIL, 
superintendent of the Ohio Oil Company; H. 
C. Folger, director of the Standard Oil Com- 
pany and head of the South Penn Oil Com- 
pany; C. N. Payne, general manager of the 
National Transit Company; George Jones, 
New York, secretary of the Standard, and A. 
C. Bedford, superintendent of the gas inter- 
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get fuel to drill the other well, cord wood cost- 
ling $10 per cord, delivered on the island. 

| The Sierra Oil Company will soon start 
|work with a Standard rig on the shore of the 
\lake. The Mono Standard Oil Company found 
'a strong flow of gas at 300 feet. 


| 
|BIG SULPHUR DEPOSITS 
FOUND ABOVE SULPHUR, LA. 








Big sulphur deposits are reported to have 
been found on the Eddy and Gunn rice farm 
six miles north of Sulphur, La, by the 
Meathers Oil Company while drilling for oil. 
Harry V. Meathers, president of the company, 
is reported to be interesting capital in New 
Orleans to develop the deposits. The 
Meathers Company has extensive leases in the 
territory, covering the field all around the rice 
farm,-where it is drilling. It had been sup- 
posed that the Union Sulphur Company had 
located about all the sulphur in the neighbor- 
hood near its plant at Sulphur, La. 


BLACK OIL STRUCK BY 
DRILL NEAR LISBON, O. 


Black oil was found in the “injun” sand by 
'the Holden Oil Company while drilling near 
Lisbon, O., in May. The well was down about 
480 feet. Such a strong flow of water came 
with the oil that new casing had to be put in. 
The well will be put down some 700 feet. The 
sand is reported to be coarse and open. The 
nearest well, above the dam at West Point, 
in that territory, was drilled forty years ago 
and farmers are still collecting the oil from 
+nearby pools for medicinal purposes. 








Japan reported to have discontinued taking 
oil for home refining from Associated Oil 
Company, California, because it was too 
heavy. Reported that several Japanese have 
visited field with view of getting oil for fuel. 





NEWSY heads pointed out just what YOU wanted: 
There was no waste of words nor of YOUR TIME: — 
Yet YOU went over ALL the oil fields and ALL the NEWS 


in ALL the 


oil business. 


It was the BRIEFEST and BEST trip you ever took— 


Send us a dollar 
Subscription 


and take one every month. 
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ESTABLISHED 1882 


The Fred G. Clark Company 


Cleveland, Ohio, U. S. A. 





Refiners and Wholesale Distributors of 


Petroleum Products and Heavy Chemicals 








Cleveland, Ohio, 





H-M and L-M Bright Cylinder Stocks 
Light and Dark Filtered Stocks 
Steam Refined Stocks 

600 Fire 

650 Fire 

600 Flash 

630 Flash 
Red and Pale Paraffine Oil 
Red and Pale Viscous Neutrals 











Refined and Crude Scale Paraffine 


Wax 

74% and 78% Caustic Soda 
Light and Dense Soda Ash 
Ground Caustic 

Silicate of Soda 

Bleaching Powder 

Bone Black 

Fuller’s Earth 












We Sell Exclusively to the Jobbing Trade 
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